Profile: Why Write? by University Relations
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well 
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well 
Profile Campus News, Newsletters, and Events 
Winter 2006 
Profile: Why Write? 
University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/profile 
Recommended Citation 
University Relations, "Profile: Why Write?" (2006). Profile. 30. 
https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/profile/30 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus News, Newsletters, and Events at University of 
Minnesota Morris Digital Well. It has been accepted for inclusion in Profile by an authorized administrator of 
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. For more information, please contact skulann@morris.umn.edu. 
-P·r 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS • volume X, Edition 2, Winter 2006 
\I\\ I\\\\~ ~111~\1\'Hm ~I \\H 1·~\II\.II\ 111 111\ II 
3 1956 00474 8121 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS 
" ... in some areas we need to 
expand our horizons around the 
world, while in other fields, we are 
working to pull our attention ever 
closer to home. Such paradoxes 
are certainly a familiar aspect of 
the world of the intellect!" 
-Sam Schuman 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS 
Reflection on what is to come 
-a message from Chancellor Sam Schuman 
In the last issue of Profile I wrote a bit about some of the things that have happened 
over the past decade here at the University of Minnesota, Morris . It is a surprisingly 
long and impressive list, which I take some credit for compiling, but little for actually 
causing. One important lesson I learned early in my administrative career is that 
chancellors do not very often make important things happen: if they are doing their jobs 
right, they make it possible, even likely, for others to take valuable new steps forward. 
In this penultimate column, I would like to think with you a bit about the future, about 
some of the things that might or should happen here during the next decade. 
We have been doing some careful strategic thinking about UMM's future during 
the past months. The entire University of Minnesota system has been working on 
a strategic plan, as has our campus, and, in addition, we are searching for a new 
chancellor. I find it strange, and unexpected, that as an impending retiree I'm thinking 
so much about what is to come, and so little about what has been! 
I believe that the key to an even stronger and more successful UMM in the coming 
years will be in a thoughtfully balanced development of some resources which are 
very close to home, and others which are literally on the other side of the world from 
Minnesota. 
Close to home, UMM is becoming a national leader, working in partnership with 
our colleagues at the West Central Research and Outreach Center, in the City of Morris, 
and in Stevens County, in the development of local, sustainable, non-polluting energy 
resources . As you know, about half our electrical power is now generated by our wind 
turbine on the ridge across the Pomme de Terre River. Soon, our new experimental 
biomass beating/cooling plant will be in place. I honestly believe that it is not an 
unrealistic goal to seek a UMM which wi ll, within a few years, be 100 percent energy independent: where all our 
electricity, heating, cooling and fuel are created locally, from local products. We are not there yet, but we can see 
clearly how to get from here to there, and I think that is a road down which we should go carefully, but quickly and 
vigorously. 
Even as we become more and more local in terms of campus energy sustainability, I believe we need to 
dramatically expand our academic and cultural reach around the globe. We need to maintain and strengthen our 
language and cultural programs that focus upon the Western European nations that have traditionally preoccupied 
liberal arts colleges. But, at the same time we need to move forward dramatically to connect our college to the new, 
non-Western and non-European nations which will play a huge part in the coming decades-India, Brazil, and 
especially, China. It is difficult for me to imagine sending liberal arts graduates out into the world of the twenty-first 
century with no academic exposure to China! To that end, we have been working prodigiously, and surprisingly 
successfully, to develop links to Chinese universities and communities, particularly in the Beijing and Shanghai 
areas. Those efforts are beginning to reap positive results, both in opportunities for UMM students and facu lty to 
travel to China, and in our campus' opportunities to welcome Chinese visitors to Morris and UMM. 
So, in some areas we need to expand our horizons around the world, while in other fields , we are working to 
pull our attention ever closer to home. Such paradoxes are certainly a familiar aspect of the world oftbe intellect! 
Finally, and perhaps most excitingly, I have begun to think about the ways in which these two enterprises connect. 
UMM, a small, rural community moving towards energy self-sufficiency, could become a teaching model for rapidly 
emerging regions such as China and Brazil! Could it be that the further away we move, the closer to home we find 
ourselves? 
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A message from Maddy Maxeiner 
associate vice chancellor for external relations 
The urge to express ourselves 
is a fundamental human impulse. 
Hopes, dreams, and values push to 
find expression, perhaps because they 
engender our highest hopes for the 
future . As friends , alumni, parents, 
and donors, we share a core value: 
providing the best undergraduate 
education possible for our students-regardless of financial 
means. We also know that students form the heart of our mission. 
All of us who support UMM express these values over and over 
agam. 
Bequests are a means of expressing support for UMM's 
values. A common misperception is that only people of great 
wealth in their 80s and 90s make gifts through written wills, or 
bequests. Believe it or not, this is more the exception than the 
rule. Research shows that increasingly, wills are written far earlier 
in life, and by individuals of modest means. A will makes a 
statement about what matters most in your life. You don't need to 
be elderly or wealthy to express your values through a bequest. 
In addition to insuring that your intentions are clearly 
expressed, a will allows you to provide for family, friends, and 
charities. You leave, in a sense, your legacy when you make 
a bequest in your will. Bequests offer the best of two worlds. 
During your lifetime, you retain your assets, yet your values and 
hopes for the future are expressed in a meaningful way. There 
are no minimum amounts for a bequest. In fact, a bequest may be 
expressed in terms of a percentage rather than a dollar figure as a 
way of hedging against uncertainty. Bequests remain revocable 
even after they are declared, thus allowing complete flexibility 
should circumstances change. 
If you have a strong belief in the mission ofUMM, a bequest 
to the college may allow you to express your hopes and values 
in a unique and far-reaching way. Imagine UMM 100 years from 
now. We can take pride in knowing the values that UMM stands 
for today will transcend and continue. 
More information about bequests 
When you leave a bequest to UMM, you can make a 
generous gift without reducing your current income. You 
also can create special funds in your name or in memory of 
loved ones. You may also designate to specific scholarships 
or programs. Charitable bequests are normally deductible in 
full for estate tax purposes. 
Donors to UMM who make their gifts through their 
wills are invited to become members of the all-University 
Presidents Club's Heritage Society. 
Bequests should be made to the University of 
Minnesota Foundation, which has been designated by the 
Board of Regents as the central development office for 
the University of Minnesota, Morris. Be sure to reference 
UMM as the recipient of your gifts . 
UMM has created a "will kit" that includes sample 
language for making a gift to UMM. If you would like to 
receive a "will kit" or have questions, please feel free to 
contact Maddy Maxeiner by calling 320-589-6386 or by 
e-mailing maxeinme@morris .umn.edu. 
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Professor Jim Togeas establishes scholarship in memory of parents 
In 1955, when Jim Togeas, professor of chemistry, set 
off from Fort Dodge, Iowa, to St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
Minnesota, he was fulfilling a dream for which his parents had 
hoped-a college education for their son. His undergraduate 
liberal arts experience confirmed his career in chemistry and 
revealed an enduring love of literature and poetry. His deep 
regard for the liberal arts and grateful appreciation for his parents 
are expressed in the scholarship that Togeas has established at 
UMM, the James and Bertha Togeas Chemistry Scholarship. 
James and Bertha Togeas 
His hard working, dedicated parents amaze Togeas. While 
his mother attended two years of business school, his father ' s 
education was cut short at the age of 10 when he began working 
full time to help support his family in his native Greece. At 18, 
his father, James, left his family to work on the Panama Canal, 
sending his wages home. Two years later, he arrived in America 
and settled in Iowa. After working for the railroad and as a 
chef, James and Bertha established a restaurant. 
"Every day he went to work at 4 a.m., walked home for 
a short rest at 2 p.m., then returned to the restaurant until 7 
p .m.," remembers Togeas. "My dad retired at the age of 83," he 
reflects. "That' s a 73-year work career." 
"They always supported me, and I've always had an idea 
that someday I'd like to make a gift in honor ofmy parents," 
shares Togeas. He first acted upon that "idea" through a 
bequest to UMM. Later, when the Promise of 
Tomorrow matching program was announced, 
be decided to make a gift to the scholarship 
fund . The match doubles the impact of his 
gift and allows for the scholarship to be 
awarded now as well as in the future . Togeas 
also named UMM the beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy. 
Recipients of the James and Bertha 
Togeas Scholarship will be students interested 
in chemistry. They must exhibit success in 
the classroom and have outstanding records Bertha Togeas 
of research, scholarly work, or service. 
Hardworking and dedicated, the students will demonstrate 
the characteristics Togeas remembers so dearly about his parents. 
A position at the new liberal arts college 
After graduating from St. Olaf, Togeas continued his 
education at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, receiving 
a master of arts in organic chemistry in 1961. He applied to three 
colleges for professorships. His first-and last- interview was 
at UMM. Having himselfreceived a liberal arts education, he 
was attracted to the new public liberal arts campus that had just 
opened in 1960. When offered, Togeas accepted the position 
without hesitation, a decision he has never regretted. 
Upon his arrival, Togeas remembers Rodney Briggs, UMM's 
first chief administrator, advocating excellence in teaching, 
stating: "UMM will not be a 'publish or perish ' place." Togeas ' 
career is a successful example of teaching and scholarship. He 's 
authored a number of scholarly articles, including an article 
recently published in The Journal of Physical Chemistry A with 
Sarah Lofgren '06 and Paul Mahling '04. 
Togeas has taught and mentored hundreds of students. In 
addition to chemistry, be also teaches in the honors program. 
"The student insights are remarkable," be states. "There ' s not a 
moment's silence when a question is asked. Someone is always 
ready to share an interesting response." 
Togeas ' admiration for students is warmly reciprocated. 
Mark Freitag ' 96, assistant professor of chemistry at Creighton 
University, remembers Togeas as a dedicated teacher: "Jim 
has the amazing gift of being able to tailor his lectures for 
his audience such that the abstract ideas involved have a firm 
foundation in the student's mind. Suddenly it seems possible 
to understand the ideas of Einstein, Heisenberg, Prigogine, and 
others without being intimidated. It was Jirn who gave me the 
inspiration to follow my career path . I would not be doing what I 
do now if it wasn't for his fine example and patient help." 
Writing, a personal discipline 
In addition to academic writing, Togeas 
also writes in a variety of creative genres, a 
discipline established in response to studying 
the great writers of the 19th century. He is 
especially drawn to the sonnet. The 14-line 
poem in a strict rhyme scheme captivates his 
imagination and intellect. "The sonnet is 
extremely constraining," states Togeas. "But 
ifl don 't try the sonnet, I feel lazy. It is like 
JamesTogeas problem solving, a craft. It intrigues me." 
Why does Togeas write? "It is a kind of 
emulation," be states. "Yeats, Hardy, Hopkins. I know I can 't 
top them, the incredible magic in their words . It's emulation." 
Togeas writes every day during the summer and every 
Sunday during the academic year, without fail. While his life 
as professor and poet is very different than that of his parents, 
Togeas has most certainly been shaped by James and Bertha's 
gifts to him. 
The Day After Commencement, 1998 
The beat of a robin 's wing and my footfaU 's beat 
Enhance at sound's expense silence's expanse. 
Campus cottonwoods cast their prodigal bet 
Of bolls to the wind. Life starts with extravagance. 
Maroon and golden cords and pennants lead 
Where, in rain, processioned pomp medieval crawled, 
And, names read, the Chancellor cried, "God speed!" 
Then Gaudeamus, and all the while the babies bawled. 
For youth the end of beginnings and beginnings of ascendings 
Occur both here and many otherwheres this year, 
While for age start and stop for many years were here, 
But now somehow it's mostly beginnings of endings. 
That hum is from a distant dorm 's air-handling 'ware-
Dorm, dormito, dormire-sleep is latent in the air. 
-Jim Togeas 
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President Bruininks 
to give State of the U 
address at UMM 
University of Minnesota President 
Robert Bruininks will deliver the State of 
the University address at the University of 
Minnesota, Morris on Thursday, March 2, 
2006, at 3 p.m. in the Proscenium The-
atre, located in the Humanities Fine Arts 
building. 
"This is a very important breakthrough 
for UMM, and the coordinate campuses 
of the University," stated Sam 
Schuman, chancellor, in response to the 
announcement. "This time, we will not 
be sitting watching a screen but actually 
hosting this system-wide event. I hope the 
turnout here will be excellent and that we 
will ask challenging questions ." 
Bruininks will discuss the current 
condition, challenges, achievements, and 
future of the U as well as his priorities, 
including an update on the Transform 
the U strategic positioning process. The 
address is presented annually and is 
primarily attended by faculty, staff, and 
friends of the University. 
The event, which includes a question-
and-answer session, will be broadcast 
li ve to locations on the other University 
campuses including the Coffman Theatre 
on the Twin Cities campus in conjunction 
with the University Senate meeting. 
Photo: University of Minnesota President 
Robert Bruininks by Patrick O'Leary 
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Kiplinger's Personal Finance 
ranks UMM in top 100 best values 
-special recognition for out-of-state tuition 
The 2006 Kiplinger 's Personal Finance exclusive survey once again ranks the 
University of Minnesota, Morris in the top 100 best values among public institutions of 
higher education. UMM is the only Minnesota university or college to be honored on the 
magazine's list. In addition, UMM ranked ninth nationally among the top 15 schools as 
a best value for out-of-state students. UMM students, regardless of permanent residence, 
pay the same amount of tuition. 
The survey identifies the top 100 schools that offer "academic excellence at an 
affordab le cost." Said Sam Schuman, chancellor, "It is welcome news to again receive 
national confirmation that UMM's distinctive combination of a top-quality, rigorous, 
undergraduate liberal education, plus our comparatively low tuition, makes us a best value." 
Added James Morales, associate vice chancellor for enrollment: "The State of 
Minnesota, the University of Minnesota system, and the UMM community have every 
reason to be pleased by Kiplinger 's affinnation of the outstanding value of a UMM 
education. Students from outside Minnesota's borders should also take notice of the great 
educational value that UMM can offer them." 
UMM new student application numbers soar 
-increase by 46 percent 
The University of Minnesota, Morris has received a record number of student 
applicants for admission for its fall 2006 incoming class. This year's 885 applicants have 
surpassed last year's number at this time by 278, an increase of 46 percent. 
Jaime Moquin, director of admissions, cited several reasons 
for the phenomenal increase including a growing awareness on 
the part of prospective students and their fami lies that UMM is 
an exceptional value. As the only public liberal arts co llege in 
Minnesota, UMM provides a premium education at a public school 
price. "Never bas it been more important for students and fami lies 
to get the most for their money when it comes to higher education," 
said Moquin. "UMM fits that bill for more and more outstanding 
students." 
The increase is also a direct result of UMM's new recruitment 
philosophy: relationship-building and one-on-one connections. 
Moquin 
The Admissions staff brings the warmth and friendliness of Morris and the campus 
community to their interactions with students and their fami lies in the Morris area, 
throughout Minnesota, the Midwest, and in other states and countries. The UMM 
community, high school guidance counselors, other admission partners, and alumni have 
been very supportive of the new recruiting efforts. 
This year's applicant pool is increasingly diverse. Applications from students of 
color are up 115 percent whi le applications from beyond Minnesota' s borders have 
increased 67 percent. As in prior years, the applicant pool is we ll qualified. Applications 
from students in the top 10 percent of their high school class are up 70 percent, while 
those with an ACT composite score of28 or higher has improved by 37 percent. 
"We're thrilled to see such a strong and large applicant pool developing," said 
Moquin. "We wi ll continue to receive applications from students over the next several 
months, but we encourage students to submit their application as soon as possi ble." 
Moquin also noted that app lications from students seeking to transfer to UMM are 
beginning to surge. "I hope that students and families keep in mind that there are many 
routes to becoming a student at UMM. We are seeing a growing number of students who 
choose to enroll at a community college or another four-year university and then transfer 
to UMM after one year of solid course work. UMM welcomes their application when the 
student fee ls it 's the right time for them," said Moquin. 
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McRoberts '68 appointed 
director of Continuing 
Education and Regional 
Programs at UMM 
Tom McRoberts '68 has been appointed 
UMM's director of Continuing Education 
and Regional Programs (CERP) by Sam 
Schuman, chancellor, and John Schwaller, McRoberts 
vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean. For the last 
year and a half, McRoberts has served as interim director of 
Continuing Education and Regional Programs and director of the 
Center for International Programs (CIP). 
Stated Schwaller: "We believe that without question Tom 
is the best possible candidate for the position. Tom has served 
UMM for decades . He has in effect held this position for a year 
and a half and acqui tted himself well. Not only has he served 
UMM well in his tenure here, but he also has worked for many 
years in a joint appointment with the Twin Cities ' College of 
Continuing Education." In recognition for his work with students, 
McRoberts has received the John Tate Award for Excellence in 
Academic Advising and the UMM Student Activities Award for 
Outstanding Support of Student Leadership. 
"McRoberts knows UMM and the University of Minnesota 
in a manner unljke anyone else," stated Schwaller. "He has a 
depth of experience in Continuing Education unlike any other. 
He is a dedicated alumnus of UMM and has in every way sought 
to improve the educational program for all students and for the 
citizens whom we serve." 
In addition to his UMM degree, McRoberts earned a master 
of arts in history in 1972 at the University of Oregon. He returned 
to UMM in 1975 and taught history classes and served as assistant 
director of Continuing Education. He has served as associate 
director of Continuing Education and director of the Center for 
International Programs for many years. In his new role, he wi ll 
continue to serve as director for the CIP until reorganization of 
responsibilities are completed this spring. 
Strategic positioning process continues 
at UMM and throughout University 
-Transforming the U 
The University of Minnesota is in the mjdst of a wide-
ranging and consultative strategic positioning process, 
"Transforming the U," to plan for the future . The Campus 
Resource and Planning Committee (CRPC) is providing 
leadership for UMM's efforts . 
To date, UMM has completed several steps of the process. 
Bliss Browne, founder of Imagine Chicago provided a keynote 
address and facilitated on-campus focus groups last fall. Anne 
Carroll of Carroll, Franck & Associates and the Humphrey 
Institute has helped the task force gather and analyze vital data 
and additional information. 
Andy Lopez, professor of computer science and CRPC chair, 
reports that UMM's preliminary report has been posted online at 
www.morris.umn.edu/strategic/. Feedback can be sent to Lopez 
via the Web page link or directly at alopez@morris.umn.edu. 
UMM planning Schumans' farewell 
Save the date! The University of Minnesota, Morris is 
planning a farewell event to honor Sam and Nancy Schuman and 
wish them well as Sam retires as chancellor. A May Day picnic, 
hosted by the Morris Campus Student Association wil l be held: 
Monday, May 1, 2006 
campus mall 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 
The celebratory gathering will include a short program. Everyone 
is invited to attend this special opportunity to recognize and thank 
Chancellor Schuman and Nancy Schuman for their dedicated 
service to the University of Minnesota, Morris. 
Search for chancellor underway 
Last fall , soon after Chancellor Sam Schuman announced bis 
plans to retire as chancellor at the end of the 2005-06 academic 
year, the University of Minnesota appointed a UMM committee to 
begin the chancellor candidate search. Currently, nominations and 
applications are being accepted. Review of the candidate pool and 
preliminary screening has begun by the search committee. 
Nancy Carpenter, associate professor of chemistry, serves 
as chair of the chancellor search committee: "The committee is 
beginning to review application fi les. We ' re still looking at the 
original timeline, but because of spring break, we may be lookjng 
at on-campus interviews a little bit later- maybe early April 
instead of the originally planned March interviews. We are sti ll on 
track to have an appointment before the end of the semester." 
Search committee progress may be fo llowed at www.morris . 
umn.edu/chansearch/. 
UMM community saddened by 
death of Rick Rose '07 ......,.... ___ 
Rjck Thomas Rose, Benton City, 
Washington, died as a result of a tragic 
accident that occurred on the campus 
football field after the October 22, 2005 , 
Homecoming game. Rose, a junior biology 
major, was a student coach and member of 
the men ' s basketball team. 
A memorial service was held on October 
25, 2005, on the campus mall. Rose was 
remembered as a cheerful, upbeat young man with a compelling 
personality and a powerful voice who was appreciated by 
classmates, professors, and teammates. 
Twenty-nine members of the campus community traveled 
to Rose' s hometown for a funeral service on October 29, 2005. 
Chancellor Sam Schuman and Coach Paul Grove spoke at the 
gathering. The group also included members of the men's and 
women's basketball teams, coaches, and friends. 
Stevens County Coroner Dr. Michael Busian conducted 
a medical investigation and reported that Rose died of head 
trauma from a falling goal post. Stevens County Attorney 
Charles Glasrud determined no charges would be filed . Student 
Counseling services continue to be avai lable to support students, 
staff, and facu lty. 
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John Schwaller accepts 
SUNY presidency 
University of Minnesota, Morris Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean 
John F. Schwaller has accepted the post 
of president of the State University of 
New York College at Potsdam, effective 
July 1, 2006. "Fritz Schwaller has been an 
energetic, intelligent, and hard-working 
leader for our campus," stated Sam 
Schuman, chancellor. "As an academjc, 
he has continued to be a highly productive 
scholar and a popular and engaged teacher. 
We wish him the very best as he moves 
to this important new position at another 
small rural public college." 
Schwaller will continue at UMM 
until late June. He will step down as vice 
chancellor and dean at the beginning of 
spring break, March 4, 2006. 
Judith Kuechle, chair of UMM's 
Division of Education, will assume 
the task of interim vice chancellor for 
academic affairs and dean through the fall 
semester of the 2006-07 academic year. A 
member of the UMM faculty since 1988, 
she served as assistant academic dean in 
2000-01. Dr. Leslie Meek '89, associate 
professor of psychology, will serve as 
assistant academic dean. 
University of Minnesota 
surveys graduates 
The University of Minnesota wants 
to learn more about its graduates-
professional accomplishments, community 
involvement, and feelings about your 
UMM experiences. 
These topics are addressed in a survey 
sent to alumni in January. The survey will 
give the most complete picture ever of the 
social and economic impact that graduates 
have on our communities, our state, the 
nation, and the world. It will help the 
University make better connections with 
alumni. 
The survey was sent to all U of M 
graduates except recent grads. The results 
will be reported later this year. Deadline to 
return survey is March 6, 2006. All alumni 
are encouraged to complete and return as 
soon as possible. Please call 1-800-910-
8636 with questions. 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS 
UMM hosts "A Prairie Home 
Companion" with Garrison Keillor 
The University of Minnesota, Morris was pleased and proud 
to host "A Prairie Home Companion" with Garrison Keillor on 
February 11 , 2006. The live performance, held in the Physical 
Education Center, was heard by more than four million listeners 
on over 580 public radio stations. It was broadcast abroad on 
America One and on the Armed Forces Networks in Europe and 
Keillor the Far East. 
"It was long overdue for the best and most popular radio 
show in the nation to come to the University of Minnesota, Morris, America's best 
public liberal arts college! " said Sam Schuman, chancellor. "Morris is not Lake 
Wobegon, but we, too, are on the edge of the prairie, and all our children are way above 
average. We were very glad to welcome Garrison and the ' A Prairie Home Companion' 
gang to UMM." 
"A Prairie Home Companion" airs live every Saturday night from 5-7 p.m. (CST), 
and features comedy sketches, music, and Keillor ' s signature monologue, "The News 
from Lake Wobegon." Special guests for the UMM show were Doyle Lawson and 
Quicksilver; Tim Sparks, UMM music instructor and guitarist; Prudence Johnson; and 
the University of Minnesota, Morris Concert Choir. 
Keillor, a 1966 graduate oftbe University of Minnesota, is the host and writer of 
"A Prairie Home Companion" and "The Writer' s Almanac" heard on public radio sta-
tions across the country. He is the author of numerous books, including Lake Wobegon 
Days and The Book of Guys. 
John Q. Imholte Hall dedicated 
during 2005 Homecoming weekend 
During Homecoming 2005, the Social Science building was renamed for former 
Chancellor John Q. "Jack" Imholte in recognition of his devotion to UMM and his 
dedication to its liberal arts mission. The dedication event began with a reception in 
Imholte's honor during which numerous alumnj, faculty, staff, retirees, and family 
members had the opportunity to greet Imholte. A short program included comments by 
Joo inn Lee, chair of the Division of Social Science; Jim Gremmels, professor emeritus 
of English; Cassie McMahon '07, East Troy, Wisconsin; and Regent Clyde Allen. The 
new sign that will 
be placed in front of 
the renovated John 
Q. Imholte Hall 
upon its completion 
was unveiled. 
A member of 
the 1960 founding 
faculty, Imholte 
began and ended 
bis career as a 
UMM professor 
of history. Imholte 
served as provost 
from 1969 to 1985 
and as chancellor 
from 1985 to 1990, 
guidingUMM 
through its second 
and third decades. 
He retired in 1999. 
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UMM announces new campus visit travel 
reimbursement program for out-of-state students 
Visiting a college is the best way to find out if it is the right place for each individual 
student! The Office of Admissions staff believes that if a student visits the University of 
Minnesota, Morris, he or she will quickly see why UMM is "simply an excellent choice." 
To show UMM's commitment to the importance of visiting, the Office of Admissions 
announces a new campus visit travel reimbursement offer for out-state student visitors 
whose permanent home address is at least 350 miles from campus. It ' s hard to beat a deal 
that allows you to visit a great school and have some of your expenses paid! Here are the 
details about this outstanding offer: 
• Student must apply for admission before visiting campus; 
• Permanent home location at least 350 miles from Morris will be verified by UMM; 
• One visit per student prior to July 31 ; 
• One-time only reimbursement up to $500 for student's actual transportation costs; 
• A reimbursement form will be received by student after campus visit and all receipts 
must be turned in with form to be verified by UMM before payment is rendered. 
Out-of-state and in-state tuition are the same at UMM. For more information, contact the 
Office of Admissions at 1-888-UMM-EDUC or at www.morris.umn.edu/prospective/. 
Jazz Fest features flautist and trombonist 
The 28th Annual University of Minnesota, Morris Jazz 
Fest, scheduled for April 6-8, will feature two world-renowned 
jazz artists: Nestor Torres, :flautist, and Reggie Watkins, 
trombonist. Over 900 junior and senior high jazz musicians 
representing 40 bands will participate in workshops with the 
guest artists held in the morning and afternoon. As in past years, 
the evening performances featuring the guest artists, as well as 
the Alumni Jazzers and UMM's Jazz Ensembles, are expected to 
perform to sold-out crowds. 
Reggie Watkins, trombonist 
Watkins is outstanding in all of his musical pursuits-
trombone player, vocalist, arranger, bandleader, and music 
manager for Maynard Ferguson's Big Bop Nouveau Band. In 
2003 he was a semi-finalist in the Thelonious Monk International 
Jazz Competition. Watkin produced and played trombone on all 
tracks of his new band ' s latest CD, the A-List Octet. 
Nestor Torres, flautist 
Watkins 
Torres 
Latin Grammy Award winner Torres captivates audiences 
with a mix of Latin, jazz, and pop sounds. He is credited with 
"transforming the flute 's role in the contemporary musical 
landscape." Born in Puerto Rico, he began flute lessons at age 
12. At 18, he moved to New York with his family . "That's 
where I first developed my improvisational skills as a charanga 
(Cuban dance music) flutist," he states. Torres studied jazz and 
classical music at the Mannes School of Music in New York 
and the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. 
For 2006 Jazz Fest tickets, please contact UMM Student Activities soon . Tickets 
become available in March. Check www.morris.umn.edu/stuorgs/CAC/Arts/ or call 320-
589-6080 for more details. The UMM bookstore, located in the Science building, will be 
open from 1-3 p.m. on Saturday, April 8, for Jazz Fest visitors. 
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Summer 2006 UMM 
Youth Programs 
The University of Minnesota, Morris 
has a long tradition of offering quality 
summer youth programs. Summer 2006 
is no exception. Contact Continuing 
Education soon to sign up your children, 
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews for 
these great opportunities: 
Step Ahead With Music 
June 5-16, 2006 
• For 5th-6th graders 
• Individual lessons from faculty experts 
• Sectional instruction and master classes 
• Full band experiences 
Henjum Creative Study Institute 
June 5-16, 2006 
• For 6th-12th graders 
• Choose from raku, creative 
writing, radio broadcasting, painting, 
printmaking, digital graphic editing, 
vocal music, improvisation, acting and 
directing, dance, jazz ensemble, digital 
storytelling 
Summer Scholars: Two College Credits 
July 9-21, 2006 
• For 10th-11th graders 
• "From Avian Flu to Ebola Zaire: 
The Reemerging Threat of Infectious 
Disease," Peter and Timna Wyckoff, 
instructors 
• "Talking About a Revolution : Dissent 
and freedom of Expression in Today's 
World," Nie McPhee and Paula 
O'Loughlin, instructors 
Contact Continuing Education at 
cerp@morris .umn.edu, 1-800-842-0030, 
or 320-589-6450 for more details . 
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Authors, poets, journalists and scholars share their motivations for writing 
Most likely, anyone who reads this issue of Profile also has the ability to write ... with pen and paper, with key board and monitor, even 
with key pad and cell phone. To a certain extent, we all write .. .lists, letters, invitations, reports for work, and papers for class. But for some 
individuals, writing is much more than an everyday, utilitarian proficiency. Writing is integral to identity. On the following pages, we are 
privileged to offer reflections written by representatives of our UMM community who provide insight into the question,"Why write?" 
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"I write for money, and I can't really say whether I 
would write as much, in the same manner, or even write 
at all if I didn't need the money. In what seems like a short 
while ago but was quite some years back, I wrote because 
I could write and because I envisioned, rather spectacularly 
in retrospect, an end game of sunglasses, autographs, and 
nubile coeds pitching lame manuscripts on hot days. The 
worse my circumstances- I drove a truck for three years 
attempting to transition from my Morris 'experiences'-
the more grandiose these thoughts, until an awareness final ly came into focus that 
writing- meaning not only the physical placement of words on paper or a video 
screen but the churning of the inner vo ices in the writer's boiler room, as it were- was 
something, simply, I was stuck with. Like a wart. Or, alternatively, a corsage. Sometimes 
simultaneously. 
Hemingway said money can ruin a writer. But he was speaking of literary writers, 
not the kind today who hack out two-bit tomes billboarding subunban waifs tripping up 
terrorists posing as Rotarians, everyone's finger on a Glock. Said Capote of Ms. Suzanne, 
'That's not writing, that's typing,' meaning not only her scratchings but the lot of it. Tums, 
please, and plenty of them. 
So, yes, if you stick with writing long enough and are serious about it you w il l craft 
it into an art of sorts. But in the end you w ill want to see the bird in the hand. Meaning 
money. Preferably not too much of it or too little. And you will see writing everywhere, 
from T-shirts to headstones, rearranging most of it and suffocating quietly in the breach 
between emotion and perfect expression; the latter, ultimately, an il lusion. 
For my paycheck I write a newspaper column. And I balance w hat I write and the 
way I write it with what I thought I might write long ago and what I might write if I didn't 
need the money." 
Dennis Anderson '73, English major, 
received a master of arts in journalism 
from the University of Minnesota, Twin 
Cities in 1977. He was Ely Miner editor for 
one year before accepting a position at the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press in 1978. From 1980 
until 1993, Anderson served as outdoor 
editor before accepting the position he 
holds today: Minneapolis Star Tribune 
outdoor columnist and team leader. 
Anderson was one of three finalists for 
the Pulitzer Prize in Specialized Reporting 
in 1989. He is the recipient of the Scripps 
Howard Edward J. Meeman Award for 
best conservation/environment reporting in 
a major newspaper, and two-time winner 
of the Frank Premack Memorial A ward for 
best public affairs reporting in Minnesota. 
Through his column he founded with 
friends the conservation group Pheasants 
Forever in 1982, and also successfully 
led a $650,000 fund drive to purchase 
a helicopter for U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service agents to stop Gulf Coast duck 
poaching in 1988. Anderson spearheaded 
through his column the April 2005 "Ducks, 
Wetlands, and Clean Water Rally" on the 
Capitol Mall which attracted 5,000 people. 
Excerpts from "Duck strategy is short on substance, vision," January 12, 2006, Star Tribune, by Anderson 
"Nowhere is the fallacy of Minnesota's conservation 'system' 
laid more bare than in last week's publication by the Department 
of Natural Resources of what it vastly oversells as a duck recovery 
plan. The draft plan, a year in the making, only 10 pages long and 
containing almost no details about how ducks might actually fare 
better in Minnesota -next week, next month, next year-wouldn't 
pass muster in a low-level undergraduate class, never mind the type 
of doctoral thesis required for so serious a subject. ... 
To be taken seriously, any such plan needs to identify specifically 
what's wrong in the state-why we don't have ducks any longer-and 
what must be done to rectify it. The plan also must include action items 
leading to achievable near-term goals, which will be necessary to sustain 
support among the relatively small percentage of Minnesotans who buy 
into the idea that ducks and other wetland wildlife are worth saving. 
The plan instead offers up one key date to shoot for : 2025 . It's 
then, the DNR says, the state might be a better place for ducks. 
Really. That' s what it says .... 
Ask yourself: Why no bare-knuckles description in the duck 
recovery plan of what's actually ailing ducks in this state-the 
power vested in our ancient ditch laws and local drainage 
commissions, for instance, and the state's historical unwillingness 
to pay farmers, if only by adjusted tax rates, to preserve wetlands 
and uplands? 
Answer: Because truth like that would be short-lived in any 
state report in which a DNR employee works for a governor 
and Legislature (again, beholden to many influences, as they 
are) instead of a citizens commission (again, beholden only to 
conservation). 
Follow this thinking to its logical conclusion and one begins 
to understand why details of the duck recovery plan are so mushy, 
its promises so empty and its timetable nonexistent. And why we 
have no ducks .... " 
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" I write everything. I enjoy writing humorous memoirs, 
comics, sports articles, music reviews, everything and anything. 
Situations inspire me to write. Awkward, upsetting, funny 
situations. The people in my life that inspire me to write are my 
roommate and close friend, Mooks Vongsay, poet Carl Sandberg, 
and comedian Aaron Karo. I write as an expression of myself It's 
an outlet that allows a message to be conveyed differently than 
music or art. I write so others know my thoughts and ideas. I 
write to open others to another world, and I write so I become 
open to another world as well. Words can convey color, sound, 
feeling. Having control over words gives you control over ideas." 
An avid writer, Anastasia Bradley '06, Maplewood, an 
English major and human resource management and music 
minor, has been published in UMM's The Chronicle Alternative, 
a literature and arts magazine that publishes prose, poetry, and 
visual arts by students, community members, and other contributors. She has written articles for The Onion and the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press. Bradley believes that UMM has given her many opportunities to sharpen her writing skill, meet writers, and learn from them. 
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"Nostalgia has provoked my writing, the need to be connected to my home-
town, to my region, and to my country through my native tongue. I like to make 
literature of my life. It's not that my literature is an autobiography, but rather that my 
novels are mirrors that reflect my life and the lives of others." 
Vicente Cabrera grew up in Ecuador, attending a Jesuit boarding school as a 
young boy. While there, he kept a diary. He also wrote with a childhood friend . 
Each would take turns writing chapters of stories. After boarding school, Cabrera 
studied law at the Catholic University in Quito for four years, then attended the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, where he earned his master of arts and 
doctorate in Spanish literature. Cabrera taught Spanish literature in Colorado, 
before returning to Ecuador for two years to write for several newspapers. He 
returned to the United States, first to teach at Lake Forest College near Chicago, 
then to the University of Minnesota, Morris in 1987. Cabrera has published four 
novelas: La noche de! te El Gahan; La sombra de! espia; El Hortelano de Ulba: 
Sonia, El soldador, El hortelano; and Los malditos amantes de Carolina, just 
released in late 2005. All are written in Spanish. Photo by Danter's Photography. 
From Cabrera's Los malditos amantes de Carolina 
" ... .I lied to her, told her I didn ' t really know that city, because I want them to take me there, I want 
their attention, more than anything Carolina's attention; I would so like to be in Edgar's place, or my friend 
Federico 's, not so much for her body, but for the chance to really look into her eyes, it may just be my own 
fascination, but I think my friend told me marvelous things about them, may he rest in peace . 
And I would say that I very much enjoy and at the same time am afraid to speak with this woman, who 
doesn't spend much time in the kitchen , at least not enough; she has help from a woman named Carmela, a 
middle-aged woman who knows how to make duck and rabbit a la espanola, with oil, wine, and enough garlic 
to kill someone. That's just an expression, of course, because you shouldn 't really mention dying around this 
woman, this senora Carolina, who at times sees her Edgar as a nuisance. The way she would tum and scold 
him: look, I've told you ten thousand times you put it like this not like that, referring to the placement of the 
knife and fork on the table with the napkin and the spoon. 
Carajo, I'd tell her to go to hell, no matter who was there to see it, but this Edgar just put up with it, 
without a sound; his attitude confused me, and hers as well. It was like they were intentionally working 
together to make me feel mortified, like a complete idiot." 
VIC&m; CA8R£RA FUNES 
Los ntalditos amantes 
de CaroJina 
• 
cronica de suenos 
Translated by James Wojtaszek, associate professor of Spanish 
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Translating 
Autumn brings fire, 
the slow inward burning 
of alder, maple, ash 
until the trees along the creek 
match tone for tone the hills 
burnt brown from summer drought, 
as though the season showed the eye 
what physics teaches: fem 
or hawk or vole, all matter 
is light and the slow crumbling 
of bark to earth a transfer 
of molecules. 
But still she wants to touch 
and in the touching know 
her fingertip is hers 
and the silver furred leaf 
of the sitka willow is not. 
Words, too, betray the senses: 
stone is too many things to call 
this granite outcrop. 
But when she breaks 
the bitter fruit of roses, takes 
the sting of each bald hip 
on her tongue, she loves the words 
that tell her what she tastes 
as she loves her own flesh, 
intact, unmingled 
with these hills, this sky, this creek 
flooding with October rain. 
-Vicki Graham 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS 
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"When I am outside, I like to touch t hings: the dry papery lobes of lichen 
on stone, th istle down lining a nest, the silk of a wi llow leaf, the hard ridges 
of bark on an o ld growth fir. I like to pick things up, feel the kick of a frog's 
legs in my palm for a few moments before I let it go, close my fingers over a 
river stone and let the sun's stored heat warm my hand. I li ke to smell things, 
to crumple a leaf of bay laurel 'ti l t he scent stings, to detect the faint scent of 
lemon in a chanterelle mushroom. I like to sit very sti ll and li sten to the river 
chant its river songs, to wait at dusk 'til the crickets begin to ch irp, to follow 
the flight of geese by the sound of their wingbeats. I li ke to taste the first 
w ild st rawberries, to drink the sweet of blackberries heavy with midsummer 
sun, to cleanse my tongue with the tang of miner's lettuce. 
Wherever I am outside, the t hings I see wake all of my senses, draw me 
to taste and touch, to look carefu lly, to breathe deeply, to listen. Words, too, 
wake my senses, tease and seduce me, ask me to savor them, to feel their 
weight and texture on my tongue and between my lips. Some words are as 
sharp as the tiny barbed hooks of a foxtai l seed; others are slippery as fish 
scales or sticky as the si lks of a sp ider web. Words have bodies, and they 
can be gathered like stones, dripped like sap, scattered like dandelion sil k, or 
arranged in a spiral as complex as the curved shel l of the paper nautilus on a 
page. 
A nd so, I write, not just to evoke this world for others, but to dwell 
in it more deeply myself, to feel the thrill of an owl's hoot, the tingle of a 
huckleberry breaking between my teeth, the leathery folds of lungwort as I 
write the words themselves, saying each word aloud, listening to the rhythms 
it creates as it moves with other words, until the written page is as wi ld with color, 
texture, sound, heat, light, ice, fire, clay, the song of a thrush, t he tumble of water over 
rock, the scent of the sea as the natural world around me." 
Vicki Graham's poems have been published in nationally recognized journals, 
most recently in Poetry, Seneca Review, Midwest Quarterly, Water-Stone, and Many 
Mountains Moving. "Solstice" will soon be included in an anthology of Minnesota 
women writers to be published by New Rivers Press . 
Alembic, a chapbook by Graham, was published by Red Dragonfly Press in 
2001 and was a finalist for the Minnesota Book Award in Poetry for that year. She is 
currently circulating a manuscript of poems titled The Tenderness of Bees, a collection 
of poems written over the last three years, many of which touch on environmental 
issues, such as the connections between environmental degredation and the rising 
incidence of cancer, the loss of bird species, and the effects of monoculture on food 
production. 
Scholarly articles on poetry by Graham have appeared in ISLE, Papers On 
Language and Literature, Texas Review, Sagetrieb, Gettysburg Review, and Explicator. 
Beginning next May, Graham will be participating in an unique Writers Residency 
at the Andrews Experimental Forest in Oregon as part of a Long-Term Environmental 
Reflections project. She w ill spend time immersed in the Andrews Forest, talking 
with scientists, and writing about what she learns. Her work while at the forest and 
the poems written in response to this experience will become part of a permanent 
archive of reflections on the forest from writers, scientists, and environmentalists that 
will be stored at Oregon State University in Corvallis , Oregon. The project will gather 
reflections over the next 200 years to create a long-term record of the everchanging 
landscape of the Andrews Forest. 
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"While in elementary school in Italy, I wrote rimed poems that 
were printed in the school newsletter. My mother was proud of my 
academic successes. I was the first member of my family to go to 
college. 
In my teens I kept two sets of notebooks. One notebook was for 
transcribing the quotes and poems I read and liked; no easy copying 
and pasting at that time! The second notebook was for my poems 
and my reflection pieces. I never was a good narrator of stories. Even 
then my prose always seemed to aim at defending some claim. 
My creative writing stopped w hen I became a philosopher, and I came to this country. 
Writ ing in Italian had been a great part of my identity. My limited command of English 
made me feel childish when attempting to express my thoughts and feelings. In graduate 
school, one of the English tutors stated w ith great confidence that no one can do creative. 
writing in a second language. I remember vividly the comment stunned and deeply 
disheartened me. While learning to write philosophical essays in English, I regained some 
confidence in my abi lities to write and started enjoying the resources offered by English. 
Thinking about the contrast between writing in Ital ian and in English stil l fascinates me. 
When I was young, I wrote because of my need to capture and understand my 
emotions. Writing was the process that allowed me to become conscious of my inner 
life. In part, this is stil l the function of writing in my professional life. Writing in analytic 
philosophy requires utmost clarity and persuasive argumentation. Writing is the best 
method I know to make my thoughts clear and persuasive. 
Before we put them into words, many of our thoughts and feelings are shapeless. It 
·is the words we use t o express them t hat give them definition and depth and meaning. 
There is a one-way process from thoughts to words. Once we express a 
thought, it is much harder if not impossible to go back and recapture the 
undefined thought we were trying to express. Thus, the new and sharp thought 
expressed in words is more meaningful but also in some sense more limited 
than the stil l ambiguous but potentially more wide ranging original thought. Yet, 
on ly by expressing them in words can we become fully aware of our thoughts 
and feelings. 
Gottlob Frege, a German philosopher and mathematician who lived in the 
second half of the Nineteenth Century, writes:' ... let not despise symbols! A 
great deal depends upon choosing them properly .. .. for we think in words ... 
and if not in words, then in mathematical or other symbols .. . w ithout symbols 
we would scarcely lift ourselves to conceptual thinking.' There is beauty in the 
ambiguous and still partly mysterious thoughts and emotions we have not yet 
expressed even to ourselves. Yet, only in our expressed thoughts and feelings 
lies the promise of communicating and sharing our inner lives with others. We 
write because we strive to understand and deeply need to communicate our 
understanding." 
Translated from the preface of Garavaso's Filoso.fia della Matematica 
Pieranna Garavaso, professor of 
philosophy, served as coordinator of the 
Commission on Women, project director 
for the Midwest Philosophy Colloquia, 
ass istant to the Division of Humanities 
chair, and coordinator for the women ' s 
studies major. Her scholarly work 
includes feminist epistemologies projects, 
the teaching of philosophy with service 
learning, and the philosophy of language. 
She has authored two books on the 
philosophy of mathematics and numerous 
articles published in Italian and English 
philosophical journals and anthologies. 
Garavaso earned a master of arts 
degree in philosophy from the University 
of Padova, Italy, and a doctoral degree 
in philosophy from the University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln. She is a 2004 
recipient of the prestigious University of 
Minnesota Alumni Association Horace 
T. Morse Award and the University of 
Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association 
Teaching Award. 
"I wrote this book thinking of how I teach and of how 
philosophy majors at the University of Minnesota [Morris] ' do 
philosophy' with me. I follow three main principles in preparing 
my courses. First, we must read the original texts in which the 
ideas, the concepts, and the theories that we discuss are first 
presented. Ifwe study a philosopher's theories only in the words 
of one of her or his commentators, we cannot participate in 
each ofus reads the same text in a different way. It is crucial 
a truly philosophical debate. Only in the original text can we 
find the richness of the hypotheses, examples, and reasons that 
motivated a theory; only by rereading the original texts can we 
enter in a dialogue with the author. Second, since each of us 
approaches an author with a different baggage of experiences, 
to make explicit and state clearly its content as it is 'generally' 
assumed by commentators and critics. This allows us to verify 
our comprehension of a text and provides a starting point from 
which to gauge the originality of our reading. Finally, one crucial 
goal ofreading an original text is to generate a critical rapport 
with its content. We must work to find both the strengths and 
the limits ofa theory. We need to become engaged in that very 
conversation among authors, critics, and defenders that inspires 
the contemporary debate." 
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"I have always written for varying reasons, and they have creativity is always a form of freedom. 
changed to some extent over the years. Right now, for instance, When human beings create, whether it be 
I write partly because others expect me to-an agent, an editor, in cooking or photography or diplomacy 
even some fans, who want me to continue writing. Twenty or business, it always means they 
years ago no one expected me to write-in fact, I was often abandon certain rules, leap beyond the 
embarrassed to tell anyone I was doing it-and the notion that it expected and the usual and the normal 
could be a motivation for writi ng would have seemed bizarre to and the correct and do something 
me. On the other hand, I used to have reasons for writing that surprising both to themselves and 
I've since lost. I began writing with two other people who became to others. In that act, they are free, 
my close friends. We wrote to entertain each other, for the and they bring something new into 
adventure of sharing ideas, for the bohemian dream of the thing. the world by it Perhaps this is the reason 
We wrote, in part, for some reasons similar to the reasons others that dictatorships and bureaucracies, which want a static, rule-
bowl or play darts-it was social, and we enjoyed getting to know defined world, invariably try to co-opt or oppress creativity. I 
each other through it While I still share my writing with others, suppose I write because, wide and mysterious as this world is, 
the social motivation, and the sense of adventure and dream and it still constrains us, if for no other reason than that we have to 
newness, have worn off Writing is more solitary for me now breathe in it In those other worlds, those ones that exist at the 
than it used to be, and if truth be told, I sometimes write for the moment of creation, sometimes even breathing isn't mandatory. 
mundane reason that I've formed the habit of waking at five in I write, then, partly for the joy of finding the unexpected, for that 
the morning, and doing other things at that time of day-starting sense of possibility, for the revelations that emerge. And after the 
a table saw, for example-are just not wise or practical. And I revelations and the discovery and the unexpected, I write for the 
detest early morning exercise. qu ieter pleasure of producing a well-made thing- the craft, the 
Yet certain motivations remain constant. Creation, in any finishing, the discipline that links a created thing to this world and 
medium, always means a loosening of constraints and rules. Thus, gives it meaning here. 
From Kent Meyer's The Work of Wolves 
"At a powwow Earl had once talked to a tourist from Florida 
who told Earl he'd come to South Dakota to go scuba diving. 
Earl had thought the man was joking until he described going 
into Oahe, sinking beneath the waters into silence. Then he saw, 
opening through the murk below, the rooftops of houses, gray 
rectangles, silt-coated, strange in the dimming light. He felt he 
was entering another world where time had ceased, suspending 
the forms of things. He descended fifty feet toward those roofs: 
a world cold, austere, and lifeless. He stood, finally, on a rooftop 
and looked into a murky street and then dropped off and floated 
down, and when he hit the bottom dirt clouded up in a slow, 
roiling storm. An open door awaited him, the gaping interior of a 
house. He wanted to walk through those abandoned houses, watch 
the bubbles of his breath rise to the ceilings, roll upward on the 
slightest slopes. He wanted to touch the furniture abandoned there, 
to sit in rocking chairs, sway them against the water's resistance. 
He wanted to pretend to smoke a pipe or read a paper. But he 
couldn ' t enter the house. He stood in the doorway and felt a power 
forbidding him. He looked down the gray, receding street, and fear 
entered him. As if here, even with air, he could drown." 
Award winning author Kent Meyers '77 is an associate 
professor of English at Black Hills State University. His credits 
include the Friends of American Authors Award in 1998 for The 
Witness of Combines; the New York Times Notable Book Award 
in 1999 for Light in the Crossing; and a New York Times Notable 
Paperback Award in 1999 for The River Warren ; the American 
Library Association's Alex Award and the Christian Science 
Monitor Noteworthy Book of the Year Award in 2005 for The 
Work of Wolves, his most recent novel. 
Photo by Kimberly Johnson '06, Stanchfield 
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"Writing is a great way to record your life, allowing you t o 
look back on it and reflect on who you are as a person and how 
you have changed, as well as record ing memorable events in your 
life. Writing is therapeutic. If you write when you are angry about 
someth ing, it allows you t o get that anger out of your system and 
onto paper (or into your computer, if you like). Trust me, you 
feel much better. Writing helps clarify t houghts and feel ings about 
yourself, your life, other people and events, allowing you t o take 
action when needed and helping you learn more about yourself 
and t he path your life is taking. And, of co~rse, writing can be 
explanatory, advisory, informative, entertaining, and extremely 
enjoyable." 
Richelle Maciej '06, Little Falls, a speech communication 
major and music minor, is a staff writer for the UMM student 
newspaper, The University Register. For inspiration, Maciej has 
kept a journal for many years. A journal allows her to look back 
on her life and see bow much she has grown. In addition, Maciej 
likes to help others through her writing and "tell a good story." UMM classes have helped Maciej make her writing more focused and 
concise, both for academic papers and for contributions to The University Register. 
Senior Moments: Stopping in a Small Town on a Sunny Afternoon 
by Richelle Maciej, staff writer for The University Register 
Coming back to Morris after a weekend at home, my 
parents and I decided to try out a new eating establishment 
in a nearby town. I had heard positive comments about an 
Italian restaurant in Glenwood, so that was our first choice. 
However, driving past the restaurant that Sunday afternoon, 
we discovered to our disappointment that it was closed. 
Remembering an ad I had seen in the previous week's The 
University Register, I suggested that we check out the Cozy 
Cafe in Cyrus. 
Cyrus, just nine miles away from Morris with a population 
of only 303 people, has been subject to many rumors and 
misconceptions over the years, especially from UMM students. 
Ninety-nine percent of students that pass through Cyrus play 
the "Cyrus Game." They count bow many people are actually 
outdoors, walking around town. Dogs and cats count for half 
a person each. I admit, I play the Cyrus Game. The highest 
number of people (and perhaps a few dogs) I ever counted 
was 10. 
I wasn't sure what to expect as we parked in the 
restaurant' s lot. Rumors also abound that the citizens of Cyrus 
are spies-CIA agents sent to that small town to hide out 
(perhaps as part of the Witness Protection Program) or do 
their work. One or two other cars were parked near us in the 
lot. Would the restaurant's patrons stare at us or give us dirty 
looks as we walked in, recognizing right away that we were 
not from sleepy Cyrus? Would they act normally, but secretly 
record information about us for their classified files? There 
was only one other patron in the eating establishment with us, 
and he left about halfway through our meal, leaving us as the 
only customers for the rest of our time there. This realization 
bothered me slightly, but then I realized that we were eating at 
3 p.m.-the lunchtime crowd had left awhile ago. 
I was pleased with our visit to the Cozy Cafe. My parents 
and I loved the homey atmosphere, the antiques located 
throughout the restaurant and stencil designs painted on the 
borders of the white walls. Our waitress was cheery and 
friendly, making sure our order met with our approval (which 
it certainly did-delicious!) . When the waitress told the cook, 
the owner of the establishment, that I was a UMM student and 
had noticed the advertisement in The University Register, she 
emerged from the kitchen and thanked us for stopping in. She 
asked me about myself-my major, year, and where I was 
from- and also told us a little bit about herself, as well as the 
town of Cyrus. She bought the restaurant a couple years ago 
and renovated it. Many of her customers are senior citizens that 
live nearby, but advertisements in local papers, such as The 
University Register, are drawing more customers from area 
towns. 
Cyrus is actually just a small town with an aging 
population. Many businesses in the town are closing because 
of a small customer base, and lack of business due to the wider 
variety of stores located in the larger nearby towns. So, the next 
time you drive through Cyrus, consider stopping for a home-
cooked meal at the Cozy Cafe. Not only will your taste buds be 
satisfied, but you can feel better knowing that your patronage 
helped a town struggling to stay alive. If that is not enough of 
an incentive for you, remember that UMM students receive a 
free dessert with any menu item purchase. Be sure to say hi to 
the owner if she' s in. She ' ll tell you more about the cafe and the 
town. 
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"Why do I writ e? Let me count the ways (with apologies 
to Elizabeth Barrett Brown ing). 
I. I suppose the first reason I write is because I have things I 
want to say, and I know that by composing them in English 
prose I have the best chance to get people to heed t hem. 
Some folks communicate in art or dance or music; some 
by touch or gesture; many by conversation. I communicate 
best in writi ng. I have been lucky in finding people to read what I writ e. 
2. Closely related, but slightly different, I write t o link myself to others, t o burst 
out of t he isolation in which most offind ourselves, most of the time, and to 
touch t he consciousness of others. If some of those 'others' live a century or 
two from now, that is a 
kind of immortality I w ill 
gladly t rade for oblivion. 
3. I write because it is one 
of t he few t hings for which 
I t hink I have some native 
talent and have developed 
some worthwhile skil ls. On 
t he cusp of retirement, it 
has dawned on me that I 
am not ever going to be 
a gifted athlete, musician, 
a suave socialite, or an 
eye candy fash ion model 
(!), but when th ings are 
working right, I can put words together. This might not be a gift that many envy, 
but it seems to be t he one I have, and I want to make the most out of it 
4. It is fun to write. I find the process exhi larating (and exhausting). I t end to 
lose track of t ime w hen I am in the throes of composit ion; to forget about what 
Hamlet calls "the thousand natural ills that flesh is heir to;" to push into the 
background t he problems and complaints and of much of daily work and living. 
I've been heard to compare my job to that of t he alert mountain t rekker: it is 
important to pay attention to the gigantic peaks which loom ahead, and to the 
t iny w ildflowers underfoot: Writing is how I lift up my eyes to the mountains." 
From Schuman's Old Main 
"Small colleges embody the values of human-scaled communities and 
the possibilities of an undergraduate education of integrity. In them we teach, 
learn, and work with people we know and care about deeply. And the learning 
that goes on at such places can at its best permeate all areas of collegiate 
life: the classroom, the performance hall , the athletic field , the dormitory, the 
laboratories, the office, and the bench under one of the elm trees, out on the 
grassy quadrangle, in front of Old Main Hall." 
Samuel Schuman, UMM chancellor, is the author of Cyril Tourneur: A 
Reference Guide, The Theatre of Fine Devices: Emblems and the Emblematic 
in the Plays of John Webster, and Vladimir Nabokov: A Reference Guide as 
well as numerous articles. His most recent book, Old Main: Small Colleges in 
Twenty-First Century America, was released by Johns Hopkins University Press 
in June 2005 and is already in its second printing. 
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Individualism: Ensuring a Jo 
by Na than Swanson '08, staff writer fc 
A latent function of the college undergraduate years is · 
the lyric and meter of one's ' individualism.' The minute on 
stanza in their life begins. Through exploring and being acti 
structure to the poem of each person ' s life. 
Cynics and strict pluralists may shrug off individualisrr 
anthology of civilization. I believe, however, that individua 
Many writers have supported the concept of individualism 1 
Scottish writer and businessman Samuel Smiles espoused ti 
person ' to develop himself and improve his individual con~ 
this for them. In comparison to the Reaganesque ideals of ~ 
Joseph Brodsky offered a more dramatic view of individuaJ 
defense against Evil is extreme individualism, originality o: 
you will eccentricity. That is, something that can ' t be feign, 
a seasoned imposter couldn ' t be happy with.' Finally, Ralpl 
individualists 'To believe your own thought, to believe wh, 
is true for all men,-that is genius.' 
How do the individualistic visions of Smiles, Brodsky, 
UMM? How does the defining trait of individualism relate · 
believe it lies in seizing each and every opportunity possibl 
potential and God-given talents without constraint. So be 0 1 
your beliefs. Cherish the liberty that individualism endows 
putting the finishing touches on the identity you constructe, 
the finest time for grasping the handles of individualism, m 
At UMM, chances are that if you are passionate about som, 
you to satisfy it. By satisfying your passions and interests,: 
individualism and craft a better, unique self. 
The proper definition of individualism can only be det< 
inherently unique and different. But I encourage all to tear · 
computer screen and to begin crafting the lyric and meter o 
ensure a satisfying, joyful 'read ' later in life. 
J/l@han ffwwnJ(}/Jt J08 
"Writ ing is the release of the soul and the 
utilization of the intellect combined in literary 
form. It allows one to sati sfy the creative engine 
w ithin. I have always bel ieved t hat writ ing is 
satisfying in that one begins the process w ith a 
blank page and a vague idea but after plenty of 
ponderi ng, lit erary experimentation, and several 
late nights one fi nishes with a fil led page and a 
w ork brimming with original ideas expressed in a 
personal style." 
Nathan Swanson ' 08, Walnut Grove, a history 
and political science major, is a staff writer for The Counte 
with a mission "to present new angles on new and old issu 
thought." Swanson enjoys writing short stories, essays, fea 
essays. His inspiration for writing began with encouragem 
and professors, especially Dwight Purdy, professor emeriti 
me hone my writing skills and taught me how to write at tl 
that the numerous writing opportunities at UMM-for clas 
occasionally for The University Register-have allowed hi 
activity that he fully enjoys, writing. 
Joyful "Read" 
for The Counterweight 
is the opportunity to explore and craft 
one first sets foot on campus, a new 
1ctive, individualism thrives, adding 
ism as an important aspect in the great 
ualism is a defining trait of humanity. 
m throughout history. For instance, 
j that individualism is the freedom of a 
mlition ' instead of government doing 
f ~files, former U.S. Poet Laureate 
uaJsm when he wrote that 'The surest 
of thinking, whimsicality, even if 
gned, faked, imitated; something even 
lph Waldo Emerson urged aspiring 
vhat is true for you in your private heart 
~. and Emerson apply to a student at 
ite to the 'average' college student? I 
iible to express and utilize one's full 
: original, whimsical, and steadfast in 
NS you. The college years are a time for 
:ted in the last twenty years. College is 
mastering it, and improving yourself. 
mething an opportunity exists here for 
s, you complete the stanzas of your 
etermined by each person since all are 
ar themselves away from the TV or 
r of the poem of their individuality to 
terweight, a new student publication 
sues and to encourage diversity of 
reature stories, analysis, and persuasive 
·ment from family, high school teachers, 
ritus of English, who he states: "helped 
t~ the college level." Swanson believes 
asses, for The Counterweight and 
. him to express himself through an 
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"Why write? For the money, of course. W hen I 
graduated from UMM in 1969, I had a degree in history, 
a wife, a baby daughter, and no marketable ski ll s. So I 
spent the next two years in UM M's Office of University 
Relations honing my limited writing talent before 
landing my first newspaper reporting job at the Fairmont 
Sentinel. Here I am 35 years later, still an ink-stained 
wretch. 
While I got into newspaper reporting to make a 
living, albeit a modest one, I stuck with it for two more 
important reasons. The first is that I really enjoy being a 
political reporter. The job has given me a first-hand look 
at many of the biggest political controversies and the people who have stirred them up over the past 
three decades. My assignments have taken me to such exotic places as the bowels of Yucca Mountain, 
where our nuclear waste may be stored some day, on foot patrols in Bosnia w ith Minnesota National 
Guard peacekeepers, and to the David Letterman show in New York, where I covered Governor 
Jesse Ventura's disclosure that St Paul's hard-to-navigate streets were laid out by drunken Irishmen. I 
have crisscrossed Minnesota with candidates and elected officials visiting classrooms, factories, mines, 
prisons, and other fascinating sites. I've interviewed hundreds of ordinary Minnesotans who have done 
extraordinary things and had the honor of telling their stories. And I've had a lot of fun watching the 
game of politics from a front-row seat 
The final reason that I write about politics and government is because I think it's important to 
monitor power. The guiding principle of our democracy is that we are capable of self-government, 
and I hope I am playing some small part in helping to inform the governed. What I write under daily 
deadline pressure is a hasty, partial, and sometimes flawed rendering of what happened that day, but 
if I get it wrong, I have the saving grace of being able to come back in 24 hours and set the record 
straight. Here's the bottom line: I write because I am driven to get the story." 
Bill Salisbury '69, senior political reporter for the St. Paul Pioneer Press, has covered politics 
and government for more than 30 years. Salisbury, started reporting for his father's weekly 
newspaper, the Belgrade Tribune, while he was in high school. While attending the University of 
Minnesota, he wrote for the Minnesota Daily newspaper and the Ivory Tower literary magazine. 
After graduating from UMM with a bachelor of arts in history, he started his daily newspaper 
career in 1971 at the Fairmont Sentinel. He joined the Rochester Post-Bulletin in 1972 and became 
that paper's state capitol correspondent in 1975. The St. Paul Pioneer Press hired him as a general 
assignment reporter in 1977 and assigned him to its state capitol bureau the following year. He 
served as the Pioneer Press' Washington correspondent from 1994 through 1999, when he returned 
to the state capitol bureau. He and wife Janet Holt Salisbury '69 Live in Eagan. 
Excerpt from "Governor's race promises to be big-bucks affair," 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, February 1, 2006, by Salisbury 
"The 2006 Minnesota governor's race is shaping up to be the most expensive ever. 
For voters, that means getting bombarded by more campaign commercials starting earlier than 
before. 
The five leading candidates raised a combined total of more than $3.5 million in 2005, accord-
ing to funding reports filed Tuesday with the state Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board. 
That's more than twice as much as the candidates raised in the year before the last governor's 
election in 2002, when the candidates spent a record $5.5 million. 
With so much money raised this early in the race, one analyst predicted most candidates will 
bypass state public campaign financing in order to avoid its spending limits . 
' I think this is the election where the voluntary public financing system breaks,' said David 
Schultz, a Hamline University professor and campaign finance expert .... " 
Rebekah Deutl '08, Anoka, and Theresa Novak '09, Coon Rapids, assisted in compiling "Why Write?" 
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A greeting from Carla Riley, director 
of alumni relations and annual giving 
Upon learning the theme of 
this issue of Profile, I found myself 
thinking a lot about the question that 
is posed on the cover, "Why Write?" 
I suspect there are many reasons 
people could offer in answer to that 
question, and I therefore find it quite 
ironic that while I was contemplating 
the many and complex reasons I 
think people engage in writing, I 
found myself watching a Discovery 
Channel documentary on television about the excavation 
of an ancient Roman outpost in Northern England called 
Vindolanda. What is particularly interesting about 
Vindolanda is that while many artifacts unearthed there 
have confirmed much of what was previously known about 
the Roman occupation of England, unique to this dig were 
charred fragments of writing tablets. 
Waterlogged conditions at the site have apparently 
kept the tablets in a remarkable state of preservation so 
that many of the fragments, though nearly 2,000 years 
old, are still legible. Unearthed at the site were fragments 
of correspondences between the apparently fashionably 
dressed wives of the fort's commanders, letters written to 
the soldiers at the fort from their loved ones, and drafts of 
their replies back home. Letters were being exchanged in 
an attempt to stay connected. Suddenly this ancient Roman 
garrison elicited in me an emotional response and an 
uncanny familiarity. Does Iraq ring a bell? 
Vindolanda also held a fragment of a schoolboy's 
notes quoting from Virgil's Aeneid. How wonderful! We 
have a snap shot of everyday life as experienced by the 
ancient denizens ofVindolanda. These charred links that 
once connected people to one another will forever connect 
Vindolanda to the present and to the future in a unique and 
amazing way. 
And so for all the reasons one could offer in answer to 
the question, "Why write?" I have concluded that perhaps 
the best reason is perhaps the purest and the simplest-to 
stay connected. I invite you to take the time to write to 
someone you were close to while at UMM. Stay connected 
to each other and to UMM. 
Before closing, I would like to take this opportunity 
to let you know that the UMM Alumni Association was 
instrumental in sending a number of students and friends 
to funeral services for Rick Rose in Washington after the 
tragic accident that took his life at Homecoming. Thank 
you to all who made contributions toward that effort. 
Feel free to contact me personally anytime-write to 
me with questions, concerns, or just to say hello! I always 
enjoy hearing from alumni and can be reached at 320-589-
6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu. 
Update Your Alumni Records 
Do you have a new job, a new name, a new 
home, a new e-mail address, a new member of 
your family? Then you have news, and the UMM 
Office of Alumni Relations wants to know! It is 
easy to update your alumni records-use one of 
the following ways: visit www.morris.urnn.edu/AlurnniNetwork; 
call 320-589-6066; or e-mail alumni@morris.umn.edu. 
Call for nominations for alumni award 
Nominations are currently being sought for the 2006 UMM 
Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Award. Deadline is 
March 7, 2006. To request a nomination form, please contact the 
Office of Alumni Relations at alumni@morris.umn.edu or 320-
559-6066, or visit the Web site at www.morris.umn.edu/alumni/ 
alumniRelations/AR Distinguished Alumni Award Recipients . 
html. Questions may be directed to Carla Riley, interim director of 
alumni relations and annual giving, at rileycj @morris.umn.edu or 
320-589-6394. 
Annual Midwinter event invitation 
Alumni, faculty, staff, retirees, and parents are invited to 
attend the annual University of Minnesota, Morris Midwinter 
event hosted by the UMM Alumni Association Board of Directors. 
We will gather at Solera's in Minneapolis for an evening of 
hospitality and conversation. 
Solera 
Barcelona Room 
900 Hennepin A venue 
Thursday, March 16, 2006 
5-7 p.m. 
Please call 320-589-6066, e-mail alumni@morris.umn.edu, or 
respond online at www.morris.umn.edu/alurnni/alurnniRelations/ 
midwinter to RSVP for this entertaining event. 
Homecoming 2005 
The UMM Alumni Association Board of Directors and Alumni 
Relations Office staff thank all the alumni who made it back to 
campus for Homecoming 2005 . Homecoming 2006 is scheduled 
for September 22-24. It is never too early to start making your 
plans to come back to campus! 
From left: Tara Marquardt '04, Sara Sullivan '03, Alex Leis 
'04, and Kristen Moritz '05 attended the LaFave House recep-
tion during Homecoming 2005. 
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Ken Bruss '78 delivers 
inaugural Latterell lecture 
The Joseph J. Latterell Memorial Visiting Alumnus Program 
was officially launched in October 2005 with Kenneth Bruss '78 
as guest speaker. The campus community was honored by the 
attendance of Professor Latterell's wife, Geri, at the lecture. 
"Joe Latterell had an enormous influence on many facets of 
life at UMM, on programs and on people, students and faculty 
alike," shared Jim Togeas, professor of chemistry. "I learned 
more about teaching from Joe than from anybody else, and I told 
him so. The fact that he touched so many student lives makes the 
Visiting Alumnus Program a particularly appropriate memorial." 
It was fitting to inaugurate the program by inviting a graduate 
in chemistry, Latterell's discipline, to be the first speaker. "When 
Jim Olson, professor emeritus of chemistry, and I agreed that we 
should invite someone from the chemical industry for the inaugu-
ral lecture, it took a microsecond to agree on the choice," stated 
Togeas. "Ken Bruss is smart, full of insights, energetic, person-
able and has a wide range of professional experience." 
Lecture links classroom learning to workplace 
Bruss, director of technical operations at Sanofi-Aventis 
Group in Kansas City, Missouri, spoke on "Flexible Chemistry: 
From Foods to Pharmaceuticals." Whether still deciding or 
already committed to a chemistry major, the lecture was a 
wonderful learning opportunity for students. First-year student, 
Jacob Hansmeier '09, Foley, noted that the lecture was a great 
way to understand how classroom learning applies in the 
workplace. "I also learned that it is just as important to be flexible 
in the workplace as it is to be good at what you do," shared 
Hansmeier. 
Photo: Jim Olson, professor emeritus of chemistry; Ken Bruss 
'78; Geri Latterell; Jim Togeas, professor of chemistry 
Bruss has more than 25 years of varied experiences in the 
food and pharmaceutical industry with his last 18 years at Sanofi-
Aventis and its predecessors in Kansas City. His experiences 
include quality assurance/quality control, environmental health 
and safety. He has managed production areas, worked in process 
engineering and supply chain, and recently transitioned from a 
role of director of manufacturing to technical operations. 
The Latterell lecture series is privately funded and provides 
grants to disciplines within the Science and Math Division to 
invite alumni to campus to serve as resource persons for students 
and faculty. 
David Moe '64 designates My Spirit Sings proceeds to scholarships 
David Moe ' 64 believes there is a 
"Spirit of Light" that lies within each of us. 
My Spirit Sings, expresses Moe's "Spirit of 
Light" through poetry that embraces "hope, 
renewal, motivation, and a new sense of 
direction." 
After graduating from UMM in 1964 
with majors in speech communication and 
theatre, a minor in English, and a secondary 
Moe education licensure, Moe taught high school 
in Ketchikan, Alaska. There be discovered 
two loves: fellow teacher Tbordis who would 
become his wife, and the beauty of Alaska. Career opportunities 
in the insurance industry took their family to Washington and 
California, but eventually they returned to Alaska, where they 
have made their home in Juneau since 1976. 
During all these years, Moe has kept an informal journal. 
Ideas and thoughts ''jotted down in notebooks" capture a lifetime 
of memories: reactions to newspaper articles; remarks or phrases 
that caught his attention; reflections on a day's happenings; 
responses to works of art. Each entry, states Moe, "has a story 
behind it." From this treasury, Moe began composing poetry in 
his retirement years, which led to the creation of My Spirit Sings. 
Recently, Moe contacted the Office of Alumni Relations and 
Annual Giving to offer his poetry collection as a means to help 
support UMM students. All proceeds of 100 donated copies of My 
Spirit Sings will be directed to the UMM Schol-
arship Fund, a generous act that reflects Moe's 
"Spirit of Light." 
Silence 
All poetry moves toward silence. 
Seeds germinating, 
fetuses growing, 
tragedy, death-
all are silent. 
The silent poets 
are never heard, 
yet their energy is as great 
as the prolific. 
My Spirit Sings can be purchased through the UMM Bookstore. 
E-mail ummbooks@morris.umn.edu or call 320-589-6141. 
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Alumni Association honors Thao and Molin with award 
Cy Thao '95 and Paulette Fairbanks Molin '66 are the recipients of the 2005 University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association 
Distinguished Alumni Award. The honor recognizes alumni who have made noteworthy contributions in their professional lives, in 
public service, or in service to the University of Minnesota. 
Cy Thao '95, artist and 
Minnesota state representative 
Jenny Nellis, professor of studio art, nominated 
Cy Thao for the UMM Alumni Association 
Distinguished Alumni Award. She noted Thao's 
dedication to serving others as exemplary, as a 
member of the Minnesota House of Representatives, 
as a member of the Hmong community, and as a 
member of the UMM community. Nellis describes 
Thao's efforts on behalf of Hmong living in 
Minnesota and Hmong students studying at UMM as 
"uplifting and inspirational." 
In 2002 Thao was elected representative for District 65A, 
the Frogtown neighborhood in St. Paul, home to a large Hmong 
population. In his service to UMM, multi-ethnic students, 
including the Asian Student Association, have particularly 
appreciated Thao's support and guidance. He received the UMM 
Multi-Ethnic Distinguished Alumni Award in 2004. 
Stories without words 
Thao graduated in 1995, receiving a bachelor of arts in 
political science and studio art. He helped found the Center for 
Hmong Arts and Talent in St. Paul and served as its first director. 
In 2000 he received a Bush Artist Fellowship that allowed him 
to complete a series of 50 oi l paintings that be had begun as a 
student in 1993. The Hmong Migration: Fifty Paintings chronicles 
5000 years of Hmong history beginning with creation stories 
and ending with a world map showing the many countries where 
Hmong people now make their homes. 
"I use pictures to tell stories without using words," states 
Thao. "It's probably the oldest form of writing, using pictures to 
communicate an idea or a story." 
The Hmong Migration: Fifty Paintings fulfills two goals 
for Thao: "One, I want to tell the stories to the young Hmong 
children who do not know their own history. Two, I want to share 
the Hmong story with other cultures. lfwe share our stories, we ' ll 
be nicer to each other. Most people are afraid of what they don 't 
know. So if they know each other, the fear will disappear. We live 
together, we need to know each other to get along." 
The exhibition was featured at the Minneapolis Institute of 
Art in 2004. 
Communicating thoughts and feelings 
Not all ofThao's art is focused on Hmong culture. Often the 
act of painting allows him to work through ideas and decisions. 
"There are nights when I get up in the middle of the night and just 
paint," shares Thao. "Many times the painting is about feelings 
or thoughts at the time. Art for me is an opportunity to put my 
feelings and thoughts onto 
canvas. There are times 
when many of those feelings 
are better communicated 
through the brush stroke than 
verbally." 
Emotions and feelings 
drive his artistic expression, 
but Thao points out that in 
his role as a public servant, 
often they are set aside, 
rep laced with strategic 
planning in order to serve 
the people he represents. 
"I cannot let my emotions 
show," states Thao, "unless it'll benefit my cause. You can't let 
loose at the capitol but you can on canvas." 
Campus visit 
During a visit to campus during Homecoming weekend, 
Thao shared comments informally during a reception hosted by 
the Multi-Ethnic Student Program and also addressed alumni, 
students, faculty, and staff at the UMM Alumni Association 
Banquet and Annual Meeting. Thao reflected on his UMM career 
saying, " It was good for an inner city kid to be in this sort of 
environment. It was very enjoyable. I got to know the minority 
students really well, and others, too. We became like a small 
family . We made sure each other got through our classes." 
Thao stated that hi s UMM experience, the learning and the 
relationships, shaped his life ' s path . "When I graduated from 
UMM, I was committed to being involved in community ." 
Photo above left: Cy Thao '95 (left) and current student Lee 
Thao '07, St. Paul. Center: Number 24 from The Hmong 
Migration: Fifty Paintings. 
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Paulette Fairbanks Molin '66, 
author and educator 
Wilbert Ahem, professor of history, 
nominated Paulette Fairbanks Molin ' 66 for 
the UMM Alumni Association Distinguished 
Alumni Award. He praised the noted educator 
and author's professional and civic accomplishments, especially 
noting Molin 's "path-breaking" study of stereotypes with which 
Indian children must deal. He also stated: "As a charter member 
of the National Caucus of the Woodcraft Circle, Molin, a member 
of the Chippewa Tribe from the White Earth Reservation, has 
helped create a supportive climate for other native authors." 
During remarks following the award presentation held during 
Homecoming, Molin shared that her grandmother was a student at 
the American Indian boarding school on the Morris campus in the 
early 1900s. When Molin arrived in the early 1960s, having never 
visited the campus before enrolling, she immediately recognized 
landmarks described by her grandmother. Those memories 
provided an unusual connection to a place where she first felt 
like "an imposter," and sometimes out-of-place. "People like me 
didn't go to college," shared Molin. "I feared I'd flunk out." 
But the young woman who came sight unseen to freshmen 
orientation did well, academically and socially. "I was exposed 
to new and different ideas," remembers Molin. "UMM opened 
entire worlds to me." She graduated in 1966, receiving a bachelor 
of arts in French and English. She continued her education at 
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, where she earned a 
master of arts in 1975 and a doctorate in 1987, both in educational 
administration. Her career in education included serving as 
director of an American Indian elementary curriculum project 
for the Minneapolis Public Schools and as assistant dean of the 
graduate college and director of the American Indian Educational 
Opportunity Program at Hampton University in Virginia. 
Molin is coeditor of American Indian Stereotypes in the 
World of Children, coauthor of Encyclopedia of Native American 
Religions, and the author of numerous articles, poems, and stories. 
Molin served as curator for several major exhibitions including 
Enduring Legacy: Native Peoples, Native Arts at Hampton and 
To Lead and To Serve: American Indian Education at Hampton 
Institute, 1878-1923 . 
Molin and her husband, Larry, make their home in Hampton, 
Virginia, where she continues to conduct research and write. 
The Place with Answers 
I thought college was the place that held the answers, 
where I could figure things out, 
get a handle on the facts , 
find out the information kept from us, 
figure out the best way to live, 
even find a way to end our pain. 
You know what? 
In college, I found lots more questions, not answers . 
Who knew? 
Paulette F. Molin, October 6, 2006 
" It took me a long time to become a writer, a line of work I 
wouldn't have predicted for myself when I was young. The path 
was gradual, actually agonizingly slow. Seeing only wh ite t eachers 
in classrooms, reading only white-authored textbooks, and not 
actually knowing any authors early on-Indian or non-Indian-
left its mark (a big fat X) on this reservat ion-born child who 
started school in the 1950s. The message was loud and clear. 
Other folks became writers, especially white male folks favoring 
su its and neckties and smoking short-stemmed curves of pipe, 
not yours tru ly and her ilk. 
Mercifully, circumstances changed over time. For one thing, 
I always knew smart Indians (anyone from home), capable of 
anyth ing. They were living proof that the messages we had 
received and internalized were a bill of goods. For another, it 
dawned on me that it was not only possible, but also necessary, 
to counter the awful printed materials being cranked out about 
Indians (by "experts," no less). Schooling also makes a big 
difference, along with teachers and role models (both in and 
out of school). Reading is absolutely essential, practice writing, 
too. Term papers, grant proposals, application essays, not-for-
publication letters (maybe love, maybe not), new curriculum to 
replace Dick-and-Jane-and-Spot, random scribb ling, even lists of 
all kinds, became part of t he mix for me, valuable preparation. 
I believe that words have power, so it is important to be 
very careful w ith them. For too long, words were used against 
us, didn't speak our language, didn't tell our stories, didn't laugh 
w ith us, didn't include us, didn't value us. I t ry to help reverse 
that through my work, contribut ing to reclaiming our voices, our 
stories, our very lives. 
My recent return to UMM after 39 years gave me the 
opportunity to meet up w ith some good buddies, see al l the 
changes on campus, including those at Spooner Hal l, where 
I once lived for four years (the scenery out back used to be 
better, nothing blocking those prairie vistas). It was especially 
wonderful to discover the multiplication of multi-ethnic students 
and facu lty on campus, adding riches beyond measure to the 
entire campus community and beyond. The visit also sparked 
new writing, a happy diversion from my usual work of non-
fiction w ith lots of footnotes." 
Molin (center), Kathleen Aust '67 (left) and Cathy LaBarre 
'66 in front of Spooner Hall where they lived as students. 
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Class of '67 
Bonnie Hartfiel Lutz, Ashby, teaches in the Evansville public 
school. 
Karl Retzlaff and wife Linda were chosen as Steven County' s 
2005 Outstanding Conservationists by the Stevens Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 
Class of '69 
Gary Lickfett, Ridge Farm, Illinois, writes: "Since leaving 
my job as safety and personnel manager at Chem-Cast, Ltd. 
in Danville, Illinois, I have been busy with occasional safety/ 
industrial hygiene consulting, with a two year-long residential 
renovation project, now with an oversized garage building project 
for myself, and with a variety of community theater activities . My 
wife, Dorothy, has the hard job- teaching first grade in the local 
school district. Our youngest son, Tim, will graduate in the spring 
from the University of Illinois in ag-business." 
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Hawkinson 
Class of '70 
Dick Hawkinson, Pine City, visited campus 
during Homecoming 2005. 
Class of '71 
Marty Schuelke Fluegel is enjoying the new 
Morris Area Elementary School, where she 
teaches kindergarten. 
Don Lifto is executive vice president with 
Springsted, Inc. in St. Paul, one of the largest financial consulting 
businesses in the country, serving the needs of school districts, 
cities, counties, colleges, and non-profits . Don accepted the 
position after more than 33 years as a teacher, principal, and 
superintendent. 
Darlene Elgin Olen is a Morris Legion 
Auxiliary representative. 
Class of '72 
Della Lawson Conroy, Hancock, performed 
in a concert titled Adair, Della & Friends in 
September 2005. The show was the first event 
in the new Morris Area Elementary School 
auditorium. Sharon Martin '96, Patti Burns 
'96, Jim Barbour '97, Dorothy Schaffer Vick 
'85 also performed. 
Class of '73 
with my brother, Michael '70. I was a physics major before I took 
one of his classes. It wasn ' t long after that I changed majors to 
Poli Sci , which I never regretted. I have spend the rest of my life 
as a startup electrical engineer in the nuclear power industry. The 
lessons from Dr. Peterfi made me a person who could handle the 
politics of nuclear power and a unique engineer. I miss him." 
Sue Goldenstein Hennen is principal at St. Mary 's Elementary 
School, Morris. 
Randee Wagner Hokanson is the Stevens County Historical 
Museum' s executive director. The museum dedicated a new 
addition and celebrated the 100-year rededication of the Carnegie 
Building portion of the museum in September 2005. 
Paul Miller is head football coach for Hamline University, whose 
team played the UMM Cougars in September 2005 . 
Class of '74 
Scott Backer, Worthington, is principal at Windom Area High 
School. 
Irene Croom Monroe celebrated her 80th birthday in October 
2005. 
Class of '75 
Chuck Grussing, UMM chief of police, sings in the Kiwanis 
Barbership Quartet. 
Paul Rentz, Morris, is a licensed insurance agent at Rentz Agency. 
Pam Pastorek Stevens participated in the World Triathlon 
Championship in Honolulu, Hawaii, in October 2005 . Pam placed 
fifth in her age group. She and husband Daryl live in Sartell. 
Class of '78 
Lyle Rambow is football offensive coordinator 
for Morris Area High School. 
Class of '79 
Kenneth Kohler is one of six finalists chosen by 
Governor Tim Pawlenty for a judgeship in the 
Seventh Judicial District. 
Class of '81 
Jean Byer Wieland, Morris, passed away in 
November 2005 . 
Class of '84 Gene Aasen remembers the late Dr. William 
Peterfi who passed away in 2002: "Not only was 
he a great teacher but a very good friend. I had 
been in the Navy for seven years before enrolling 
at UMM and was, thus, older than most of the 
students. Dr. Peterfi and I became friends along 
Anna Zimmer '05, St. Cloud, 
and Carol McCannon '80, 
Office of Student Activities, 
enjoyed seeing each other 
during Homecoming 2005. 
Randy Fischer is a paramedic with Ringdahl 
Ambulance of Fergus Falls. Randy along with 
other members were dispatched to Livingston, 
Texas, to help with relief efforts due to Hurricane 
Rita. 
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Neil Thielke, Morris, is on the 
Kiwanis Club executive board. 
Class of '85 
Mark Lagergren was selected as 
one of 15 educators nationwide to be 
a United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Fellow. Each educator 
12th grade physics at Morris Area 
High School. 
Class of '90 
Kyle and Karen Hansen Berget 
'93, Morris, own and operate 
American Eagle Realty in Morris. 
Mike and Kim Haugen Hawkenson 
own the Kandiyohi County Times, a 
free weekly newspaper serving the 
New London/Spicer area. 
must show extensive knowledge of 
Holocaust history, successful teaching 
experiences, and be an avid participant 
in community and professional 
organization in order to qualify for the 
program. Mark has been teaching in 
Norwood Young America for 21 years . 
Class of '86 
Terry Beseman transferred from 
Morris to Minitex on the West Bank 
Lorie Gildea '83 (center) has been appointed by 
Governor Tim Pawlenty (left) as a Minnesota 
Supreme Court associate justice replacing Justice 
Russell Anderson, right, who was named chief 
Lori Schwenn Hein and family 
relocated to Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, in 2003 when her husband 
retired from the Air Force. They 
have three children: Dana (7), Jacob justice. 
of the Twin Cities campus and lives 
(3), and Emily (1). Lori is a stay-at-
Photo courtesy of Don Davis The Forum home mom and states: "I'm putting 
in Blaine. Terry and wife La Von ' s son, Troy, is married to 
Najla, a Northwestern College graduate working at KPMG. 
Daughter Tracy is a Northwestern student with plans to obtain her 
engineering degree at the Twin Cities campus. Daughter Trisha is 
a junior at Blaine High School. 
Bart Hill coaches the Lac qui Parle Valley junior varsity football 
team. He was in Morris in September 2005 when his team played 
his high school alma mater. 
Class of '87 
Lisa Lillie Henze, Rochester, will be honored in Who 's Who Among 
America 's Teachers after being nominated by a former student. 
Leigh Marthe welcomed Julian James Marthe Siegel in May 
2005 . "He's sweet, chubby, sleeping, smiling, and cooing away. 
We are all in love," says Leigh. Julian joins sister Clair (15) and 
brother Jonah (6) . 
Class of '88 
Jim Beauregard is Morris chief of police. 
Fred Bolstad is managing director, wholesale lending, for 
CitiMortgage. 
Phillip Dewey operates his own daycare while wife Tammy 
Spandl Dewey is a family and consumer science teacher at 
Forestview Middle School. They and their children, Timmy (11), 
Tiffini (9), and Davey (4), make their home in Baxter. 
Kari Halverson Hanson received the Outstanding Service 
Award for the Monticello School District. Kari teaches first grade 
at Little Mountain school. 
Class of '89 
Angela Perron Franey teaches seventh and eighth grade earth 
science, ninth and 10th grade biology and 11th and 12th grade 
chemistry at Herman High School. Angela also teaches 11th and 
my UMM business and computer science degrees to good use 
with a small Internet-based business." 
Pamela Lent owns Lent Personal Financial Consulting in Morris, 
works in the business office at the Prairie Inn, and serves on the 
Morris Library Board. She and husband Dale have three children 
and five grandchildren. 
Chad Pederson is principal at Montevideo Middle School. 
Class of '91 
Greg and Sheri Gordon Brumback live in central Florida with 
their four children. Sheri is a librarian at a public library, and 
Greg is an accountant for a manufacturing company. E-mail them 
at sbrumback@bellsouth.net. 
Brant Hacker is on the medical staff of Madison Hospital, Lac 
qui Parle Clinic, and Madison Lutheran Home. He and wife Julie 
Pompe Hacker '92 make their home in Madison with their two 
daughters . 
Class of '92 
David Herbst and wife Eley 
Wang write: "We're back from 
our month-long trip. While 
away, we got married! Check 
out our announcement and a 
few photos at http ://users .rcn. 
com/herbst/W edding/W edding 
Announcement.htm." 
Michael and Molly Phillips 
Peterson moved to Estherville, 
Iowa, where Mike is principal 
at Estherville Lincoln Central 
Schools. Molly is a stay-at-
home mom with son Matthew 
(3) and daughter Maggie (6). 
Lorelei Livingston '89, Grand 
Marias, and Ron Kubik '00, 
Office of Media Services, 
attended Homecoming 2005. 
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Class of '93 
Don Boothroyd works for 
General Electric in the water 
technologies division. He and 
Jennifer Jacobitz Boothroyd 
'94 have two children. States 
Jennifer: "Cassie enjoys third 
grade very much, but Jacob 
complains kindergarten is too 
much work. Boy, is he in for a 
shock. Best wishes to all in 2006!" 
E-mail them at reallygoofymom@ 
yahoo.com. 
Suzanne Storck Meyer, husband 
George, and big brother Vincent 
welcomed baby Wyatt in October 
2005 . Suzanne is a personal 
banker for Wells Fargo Bank in 
New Prague. 
Class of '95 
Jason Kirwin and father Keith 
Kirwin '59 (West Central School 
of Agriculture alum) had a 
successful deer hunting season. 
Jason shot a nine-point buck, and 
Keith shot a 10-point buck within 
five minutes of one another. Darren Selberg began working 
at a freelance marketing analyst 
business in summer 2004. He and 
his wife moved to a new home 
The Jim Boyne '95 family attended the Imholte Hall 
dedication during Homecoming weekend. Scott, Amy Szymczak Van Eps, Jacob (5) and Kaylee (2) moved to 
Chaska to be closer to Scott' s job in December 2004. Daughter 
Paige joined older sister Lillian (2) in March 2005. Check out the 
Selbergs at home.earthlink.net/-selbergs. 
Class of '94 
Carrie Bulger, Portland, Connecticut, completed a master' s/ 
doctoral program in industrial/organizational psychology in 2000 
at the University of Connecticut. Carrie is an associate professor 
of psychology. 
Bob Byers, wife Shelly, and twin sons, Samuel and Nicholas, 
reside in St. Cloud and are co-owners of Sunray Printing 
Solutions, Inc. Bob states: "Boy, how time flies-it seems like just 
yesterday we were enjoying the good times on campus and now 
I'm planning for my boys ' education!" 
David Day passed away in April 2005 at age 33 after a 
courageous eight-year battle with an illness. 
Darren Anderson '98 and Ryan Vettleson '98 enjoyed a visit 
with Joan Reicosky, accounting instructor, during Homecoming 
2005 festivities. 
of almost eight years at Beckman-Coulter. Amy is a stay-at-home 
mom. 
Class of '96 
Jason Mork married Heather Hofert in October 2005 . Jason 
attends W. P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State 
University studying for a master of business administration. He 
states : "I'll have to call Gary McGrath '68 and let him know 
we ' re at the same school again! " E-mail Jason atjdmork@asu.edu. 
Erika Christianson Nathe was one of20 teachers who won a 
Teacher Outstanding Performance (TOP) Award this year. Erika 
teaches second grade at Mississippi Elementary School. 
Class of '97 
Dana Bender, Washington D.C., enjoys the east coast. Dana was 
promoted to client director within her advertising agency. 
Shane Hudak '98, Luke Robinson '97, and Shannon Robinson 
'98 visited at the reception in honor of Jack Imholte, former 
chancellor, prior to the Imholte Hall dedication held during 
Homecoming. 
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David Kelly '95, Chicago, and Jane 
Kill, Office of Student Counseling, 
visited after the Imholte Hall 
dedication. 
Amy Lahr Brandt welcomed baby 
Ethan in May 2005. Ethan joins brother 
Dylan (3). Amy is a registered nurse for 
Stevens Traverse Grant Public Health. 
Joel and Shanyn Bain Pautzke '95 
welcomed baby Kelsey Abigail in 
September 2005 . 
Class of '98 
Kevin Brustuen owns and operates 
Sunrise Software which specializes in 
agriculture software. 
Emily Lunz writes: "I just moved back 
to the Twin Cities for a job at KSTP-TV 
after living out west and overseas for 
seven years. I would love to reconnect 
with UMM alums!" 
Holly Serbus Nadgwick and husband 
Ross live in Hoffman, where Holly 
operates a daycare, and Ross runs a calf 
ranch. They have three children: Logan 
(5), Connor (3), and Madeline (1). 
Sarah Retka Rothestein, husband Tim 
Rothestein '97, and children Abby (4) 
and Simon (2) moved to a new home 
in Rosemount. Drop them a line at 
strothstein@yahoo.com. 
Michelle Sletto, Garfield, teaches K-2 
music at Milaca Public Schools. 
Ryan Stotesbery is a counselor at 
Madelia High School. 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS 
UMM and teaching create solid foundation 
for educational writer Jennifer Boothroyd '94 
Jennifer Jacobitz Boothroyd '94, Chaska, reflects on her writing 
career and how teaching helped her get there . 
When did you leave teaching? Until 2004 I taught at The 
International School of Minnesota, Eden Prairie. I continue to 
tutor, and I am a leader for my daughter's Brownie troop, so I 
am still involved in working with children. 
How did you become interested in writing? I enjoyed creating 
new lesson ideas as a teacher. I was tempted to send in my ideas Boothroyd 
to teacher magazines, but I never did. When I found myself 
looking for new employment after my school closed, I interviewed at Trend Enterprises. 
I was not offered the job, but it planted the idea in my head that there were other areas of 
education I might enjoy as much as classroom teaching. 
So how did you become a published author? Honestly, pure luck! I noticed a want ad 
in the paper for a curriculum product developer position with LernerClassroom. During 
the interview, I learned that in addition to teaching guides, I would also be writing books 
for the First Step Nonfiction brand. My first books were published in fall 2005 . 
Tell us about your books. Susan B. Anthony: A Life of Fairness is from 
a new Pull Ahead series geared for second grade readers to introduce 
biographies and character education. Animal Homes is a series that 
includes In a Cave, In a Tree, In the Water, On the Ground, and Under 
the Ground. These eight-page books are written at a kindergarten 
reading level and teach children where different animals live. We Are 
Alike and Different is a series that includes Clothes, Foods, Holidays, 
Schools, and Transportation. These books help children identify how they are 
alike and different from members of their community. 
Are you working on another book? Yes, I am writing two more biographies, as well as 
a kindergarten math and a first grade science series. 
Do you have a preference which type of book you enjoy working on? My favorites 
are the teaching guides. I love coming up with new ideas for lessons and activity pages. 
How has teaching aided your ·writing and vice versa? Teaching experience is a 
qualification for my position. When writing teaching guides, I rely on my background 
of what works with kids and teachers. We design books to meet national and state 
education standards. It is important to know bow standards are used in the classroom. 
How did your UMM experience influence your writing career? UMM provided me a 
fantastic liberal arts education. As a result, I am able to have a successful career in a field 
outside ofmy major. 
Do you have any future writing goals? I know this sounds funny, but I still don ' t 
consider myself an author. I have no desire to produce fiction or works for people over 
the age of 12. I'm just really happy with my current career. 
Boothroyd graduated j,-om UMM with a major in elementary education. She lives in 
Chaska with her husband, Don Boothroyd '93, daughter Cassie (8), and son Jacob (5). 
by Rebekah Deutl '08, Anoka 
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Maureen Marsollek Ventura enrolled at the William Mitchell 
College of Law. She and husband Rich Ventura '96 live in 
Cottage Grove. Rich works in IT sales, and Maureen is a K-12 
director of curriculum. 
May Lee Xiong teaches immigrant Hmong children in the 
Transitional Language Center at Phalen Lake Elementary School. 
Class of '99 
Eric Bauer married Jennifer King in March 2005. Eric is a 
personnel security specialist for U.S.I.S. The couple lives in 
Washington, D.C. 
Jill Druley Brown, husband Paul, daughter Aslynn (3), and 
twins Marcus and Bennett (1) make their home in Grimes, Iowa. 
Paul is project manager of credit risk at John Deere Credit. Jill 
is a stay-at-home mom. Aslynn underwent a rare surgery in New 
York City last year to remove a large hemangioma on her head 
that was affecting her health. She and her surgeon were featured 
in several magazine articles including the New York Magazine's 
Best Doctors and the October 2004 issue of the Reader 's Digest. 
Mollie Mohr married Ryan Dusha in July 2004. Mollie is a 
guidance counselor at Melrose Area High School, where she also 
coaches basketball. She also officiates swim meets. Ryan is a 
10th grade social studies teacher at Melrose, where he coaches 
basketball and baseball. 
Heather Thompson Henke and husband Thomas moved back 
to Minneapolis after living six years in Washington, D.C. The 
couple lives in the Uptown area and is looking for a house. 
Heather teaches Spanish in Edina and is finishing her scholarly 
paper for her master of science in intercultural communication 
from the University of Maryland, Baltimore. 
Janine Diedrich Ikhaml 
married John Ikhaml in 
August 2005. An auditor for 
International Dairy Queen, 
Janine travels across the United 
States and Canada. Her office 
is based in Edina. The Ikhamls 
live in Farmington with their 
puppy. E-mail atjaniene. 
diedrich@idq.com. 
Michayla Dorland 
Matthiessen and husband 
Kandee Normandin writes: "Hello Morris!! The snow season is 
on us. Whether you are back in good ol' Minnesota, or out here 
with me in Colorado, pull out your winter boots and snow gear. 
This is the official call to all you alums who need a vacation in 
the great Rocky Mountains. I've got the vacation for you. Skiing, 
snowboarding, snow-tubing, warm fires , and much more awaits 
you in Colorado. Your job- get a ticket out here! I'll get you to 
the rentals, the mountains, and the warm condos!! " 
Nancy Rousslang Randall is a large animal veterinarian at Sauk 
Valley Veterinary Service in Sauk Centre. 
Tricia Rohloff, Morris, teaches sixth grade at St. Mary ' s School. 
The class took a trip to the Morris Sun Tribune in October 2005 
and Sue Baker Dieter '86, publisher, gave the class a tour. 
Terry Timmerman, Hancock, is an advertising sales associate 
for the Morris Sun Tribune. 
Class of '00 
Connie Charles owns TLC Pet Haven, Ltd. in Hancock. 
Kelly Viland DeGezelle married Kevin DeGezelle in June 2005 . 
Katey Ehrenberg would love to hear from alums at kate _ 
berg06@yahoo.com. 
Matthew Kauffmann graduated in 2005 from IHM Health Studies 
Center with a degree in occupational science in paramedicine. He 
is an emergency medical technician for Abbott EMS in St. Louis, 
Missouri . 
Jana Bunjer Koehler, Morris, was the Pomme de Terre Golf 
Club women ' s tournament champion. 
Justin Latt, Brenna Jones, 
Erik Hadden '99, Stephen 
Moeller '99, Ruth Virkus 
'98, Bethany Hummel Olsen 
'98, Gretchen Weinrich '01 
and Jody Remer Gavin '01 
are founders of the company, 
The Flower Shop Project. 
Fellow artists who have 
worked with the company 
include Chris Anderson '05, 
Alan Pagel '03, Jeni Long 
'03, Fred Ostrander '98, 
Jamie Gappa '00 and Sven 
Olsen '98. 
Neil moved to Jonesboro, 
Arkansas. Michayla is museum 
educator at Arkansas State 
University Museum. Neil is 
assistant professor of graphic 
design. E-mail Michayla at 
mmatthiessen@astate.edu . 
Ken Lesmeister's company, 
Brian Lukkasson '03, Jodi Kyllonen '02, and Josh Pauley '02 Prairie Trailer, is helping 
gathered at LaFave House during Homecoming 2005. Brian contractors locate equipment to 
teaches high school band in Spring Lake Park. Jodi teaches take to Louisiana to help with 
high school chemistry in Roseville. Josh teaches high school hurricane cleanup. 
band in Farmington. 
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Genevieve Gaboriault Nordin, 
St. Paul, married Jon Nordin in 
June 2005. Genevieve graduated 
from William Mitchell law school 
in spring 2005. She practices as 
an attorney and housing policy 
advocate for the Legal Aid Society 
of Minneapolis. 
Class of '03 
Doug Flies married Andrea 
Danner Flies in July 2005. The 
couple lives in Blaine. Andrea 
teaches chemistry at Spring Lake 
Park High School. Doug is a 
claims examiner at The Hartford. 
Ronda Davis Minnick married 
Sheldon Minnick in September 
2005 at the Horticulture Gardens 
in Morris. 
Class of '04 
Matt Sloneker is an associate 
attorney specializing in insurance 
defense litigation at the law firm 
of Lind, Jensen, Sullivan, and 
Peterson, P.A. in Minneapolis. 
E-mail Matt at matt.sloneker@ 
lindjensen.com. 
Class of '01 
Kim Hiland is a technical writer 
with Lionbridge Technologies 
Linda Johnson '05 is working on grants to support grand-
parents and kinship caregivers who are raising grand-
children and relatives. She attended Homecoming with 
two future UMMers, grandsons Gavin and Justin. 
Stacey Mohr Brown, enjoys the 
tolerable weather and friendly 
people in Wetumpka, Alabama. 
She is a part-time physician 
assistant in family medicine and 
working at HP. Kim started ceramics again, her first time since 
UMM, at the UCSD Crafts Centers: "While not nearly as cool 
as Kevin Flicker '74's class, I am happy to be throwing again!" 
Kim spent a day in LA visiting the Hammer museum and eating 
Indian food while visiting Amy Selvius '98. 
Ruth Ulvin, Oxford, Ohio, married Sean Crego in July 2005 . 
They have three cats. Ruth is working on her doctorate in 
English at Miami University of Ohio while teaching first-year 
composition courses. Contact Ruth at ulvinrm@muohio.edu. 
Class of '02 
Sara McMann, Sally Roberts '04, and Tina George '01 
wrestled in the Women's Senior World Freestyle Wrestling 
Championships in Budapest, Hungary, in September 2005 . Sara , 
and Sally claimed bronze metals at this event. 
Nicole Pankratz Bissenback married Andrew Bissenbach in 
August 2005. Only one member of their wedding party did not 
attend UMM. Nicole is in her final year at the University of 
Minnesota Law School. Andy plans to begin a graduate creative 
writing program. 
cardiology. Husband Chip is an 
emergency room physician and hospitalist. Daughter Elizabeth 
Catherine was born July 2005, joining sister Emma Caroline (2). 
Stacey states: "I still stay in touch with a few UMMers but would 
love to catch up with others. (I'd especially like to tell David 
Ness that finally, after all these years, I've seen the light and now 
agree with him 100%.) If anyone wants to catch up, my e-mail is 
stcybrwn3@hotmail.com." 
Chad Olson was featured in a Lavender story. He is the 
conductor for Minnesota Freedom Band, a GLBT musical group. 
Class of '05 
Karri Lounsbury Hoffmann married Joseph Hoffman '03 in 
October 2005. Karri teaches kindergarten and coaches junior varsity 
girls basketball for Sleepy Eye Public Schools. Joseph coaches junior 
high football and works for Del Monte in Sleepy Eye. 
Sarah Priniski, Rochester, teaches 1-3 grade music and high 
school choir for Goodhue Public Schools. 
Matt Schmidgall, Morris, joined Lange Associates. 
Tony Streng, Fergus Falls, is 6-12 choir director at Breckemidge 
School District #846. Emily Gerber Rolek works for 
Bloomington Public Schools. 
Contact Emily at erolek@ 
bloomington.kl2.rnn.us. 
Send us your Class Notes! Kyle "KT" Thompson, 
Stillwater, is a mudtogger with 
Tooke Rockies . 
Nicole Stiklestad is in her 
fourth year of teaching private 
voice and piano lessons in the 
Twin Cities area. She is also a 
vocal coach and director for the 
Burnsville High School Musical 
Theatre Program. Contact 
Nicole at nicolestiklestad@ 
yahoo.com. 
By Mail: Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving 
UMM 123 HFA 
600 East Fourth Street 
Morris, Minnesota 56267 
By e-mail: alumni@morris.umn.edu 
Online: www.morris.umn.edu/ AlurnniUpdate 
Next Class Notes deadline: April 15, 2006 
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Anna Zimmer is a regional 
recruiter for Unique Screen 
Media in St. Cloud. 
Correction: In the fall Class Notes, 
we incorrectly printed Chassidy 
Nelson Strege and Joshua Strege 's 
names. Our apologies. 
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Athletics update 
-Mark Fohl, director of intercollegiate athletics 
Men's soccer coming to UMM 
The UMM Athletic Department 
will be adding the sport of men's 
soccer. Competition will begin in 
the fall of 2006. UMM's decision 
to sponsor men's soccer is essential 
to the development of fair and 
balanced soccer schedules for all 
members of the Upper Midwest 
Athletic Conference (UMAC). We 
anticipate playing a full schedule in the fall with a team of 
new UMM students and current students, some of whom 
are currently members of the UMM Soccer Club. Soccer 
will be the first men's sport added to the athletic program 
since 1964. 
New football stadium on schedule 
All plans are in place for the new football stadium 
and construction will begin soon. Brian Curtis, sports 
information director, will periodically take photographs 
during construction and post them on the Cougars Web 
site, so you will be able to follow the construction process 
and progress. The current football field will continue to be 
maintained as a practice field, and the bleachers and press 
box will be utilized on other UMM athletic fields. We 
expect to open the season next fall on the new field. 
Fall season recap 
The Cougars had a successful fall season. The 
women's soccer team won the UMAC Conference 
Tournament. The men's golf team was conference runner-
up, and Quinn Hoffman '09, Buffalo, earned medalist 
honors in the conference tournament. The football team 
again challenged in the North Division of the UMAC. 
Winter sports are in full swing. The swimming and diving 
program is progressing well, and it appears that both the 
men' s and women's basketball teams will be contenders 
for conference championships. 
Winter and spring Cougar competition schedules 
All of the Cougar winter and spring competition 
schedules can be found online at www.morris.urnn.edu/ 
athletics. We hope that you can join us at a home game 
here in Morris or when we are on the road. Go Cougs! 
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Fall 2005 UMAC All-Conference 
The UMM Athletic 
Department is pleased to 
announce the Cougar athletes 
who received fall 2005 
All-Conference honors. 
Women's Cross Country 
Academic All Conference Alicia Mendez ' 06, Menomonee 
Falls, Wisconsin; Nicole Gallagher '08, Buffalo; Carla Steinbring 
'08, Champlin: Tiffany Nelson '08, Stillwater; Christina Meyer 
' 08, St. Joseph 
Women's Cross Country All Conference Allison Betsch '09, 
New Ulm 
Football Academic All Conference Adam Turgeon '07, South 
St. Paul; Ryan Powell ' 07, New Prague 
Football All Conference First team: Chris Szorc '08, West 
Chicago, Illinois; Matt Fragodt '09, Becker; Patrick Mahoney 
' 07, Morris; AJ Cox '06, Monmouth, Illinois; Brady Janzen 
'08, Mountain Lake; Scott Rieland '06, Cold Spring; Leonard 
Matthias '07, Baudette; Second team: Josh Krois '07, Elk River; 
JeffKarschnbik '08, Windom; Adam Turgeon ' 07, South St. 
Paul; Nick Schoenecker '06, New Prague; Travis Destache 
' 06, Mahtomedi; Marcis Pavars '07, Riga, Latvia; Honorable 
Mention: Nathan Wood '08, Eagle Bend; Eric Quackenbush '07, 
Chokio 
Men's Golf Academic All Conference Andrew Anderson '07, 
St. James; Paul Proshek ' 06, New Prague; Nick Schuett '08, 
Shoreview 
Men's Golf All Conference Quinn Hoffmann '09, individual 
medalist, Buffalo; Paul Proshek '06, New Prague 
Women's Soccer Academic All Conference Kelsey Heinemann 
'06, Hudson, Wisconsin; Teresa McAlpin '07, Hastings; Aimee 
Murry ' 08, Rochester; Ashley Simpson '08, Broomsfield, 
Colorado; Jaima Solie '08, Mahtomedi ; Sara Wolf '06, Delano 
Women's Soccer All Conference First team: Sara Wolf '06, 
player of the year, Delano; Karen Carr '08, Duluth; Amanda 
Prodger ' 06, Wyoming; Stephanie Clark '08, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Honorable Mention: Kelsey Heinemann ' 06, Hudson, 
Wisconsin 
Volleyball Academic All Conference Tara Connolly '08, 
Danvers; Melissa Weller '08, Belgrade; Kelly Whipple ' 06, St. 
Francis, South Dakota 
Volleyball All Conference Honorable mention: Brittany Kill 
' 08, Alberta; Sarah Nelson ' 07, Alexandria; Kelly Whipple '06, 
St. Francis, South Dakota 
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Women's soccer earns second straight post-season 
title and eighth straight national academic honor 
The University of Minnesota, Morris women's soccer program picked up their 
second consecutive Upper Midwest Athletic Conference (UMAC) post-season 
tournament title with a 2-0 victory over Martin Luther College in the championship 
game. With the win, Cougars maintained a perfect showing in post-season UMAC 
tournament play and completed an outstanding 2005 season. 
In addition, the 2005 women ' s soccer team continued UMM's tradition of academic 
excellence. For the eighth consecutive year-every year since the team was established 
in 1998-the women's soccer team received the National Soccer Coaches Association 
of America Team Academic A ward for exemplary performance in the classroom. 
"I believe that the success that we have had over the last couple of years speaks 
loudly for the work ethic of these players," states Christian Devries, head soccer coach. 
"They made a decision to play for Cougar soccer knowing that being a student and a 
soccer player at UMM was not going to be easy, but it would be rewarding. The greatest 
joy I have as a coach is watching the team members achieve their goals whether they are 
in the classroom or on the field ." 
Sara Wolf ' 06, Delano, UMAC player of the year, attributes her team's success, 
in part, to off-the-field attitudes, as well: "I have been a part of many teams in my life 
with many sports at many ages, but this year something was different. Our friend-
ships far out-grew the boundaries of the soccer field. It carried into our every day lives, 
bringing us closer together, which could not only be seen off the field , but on the field 
as we played. It's a team sport. If one of us was having an off day, we would work that 
much harder and support each other that much more to get us through the game, and 
it was through this and our friendships that we all found the desire to have hearts of 
champions." 
Front row from left: Sara Wolf '06, Delano; Kelsey Heinermann '06, Hudson, 
Wis. Second row: Kay Dee Maddy '07, Colorado Springs, Colo.; Steph Clark '08, 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; Andrea Carroll-Franck '08, St. Paul; Jaima Solie '08, 
Mahtomedi Third row: Alicia Mengelkoch '08, Minneapolis; Janelle Syverson '07, 
Wayzata; Aimee Murry '08, Rochester; Amanda Prodger '06, Wyoming; Elisabeth 
Fischbein '08, St. Louis Park; Betsy Kennedy '08, Delano; Karen Carr '08, Du-
luth Fourth row: Jess Rada '05, assistant coach; Jennifer Baga '08, Duluth; Nikita 
Warren '08, Omaha, Neb.; Ashley Simpson '08, Broomsfield, Colo.; Andrea Dexter 
'09, Aurora, Colo.; Amber Dziengel '08, Villard; Teresa McAlpin '07, Hastings; 
Christian De Vries, head coach Back row: Rich Hardy, athletic trainer. 
Photo by Danter's Photography, Morris 
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Melinda Berglund '06 
breaks record 
and hits 1,000 points 
On January 21 , 2006, Malinda 
Berglund '06 was in the zone. The five 
feet seven inch forward from Grand 
Marais set a new Cougar record by scoring 
42 points in one game breaking the record 
set by Cindy Lonneman '83 during the 
1982-83 season. In doing so, she also hit 
her 1,000 career point and led UMM to 
a 90-54 win over Martin Luther College. 
Berglund is the 16th player in UMM 
women's basketball history to reach the 
I ,000 point milestone. 
"I can think of no better player to 
deserve something like this," said Randi 
Peterson, head women' s basketball coach. 
"Malinda is a great team player, and to 
score 42 points on a team effort is pretty 
phenomenal." 
Photo above: Berglund (center) with 
parents Julie and Cliff Berglund. 
Rieland receives 
NCAA Division III 
post-season honors 
The 2005 Don 
Hansen National 
Weekly Football Ga-
zette NCAA Division 
ill West All-Region 
Football teams have 
been announced and 
Cougar linebacker Rieland 
Scott Rieland '06, 
Cold Spring, has been named Honorable 
Mention. 
A two-time first team UMAC All 
Conference honors recipient, Rieland led 
the Cougars in tackles with 87 in 2005, 
including 10.5 tackles for loss, two sacks, 
three forced fumbles and one recovery. 
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The Forgotten Track Meet 
Michael J. Larson ' 67 writes to "set the record straight." 
I've attended many athletic contests over the years at UMM, 
and I've walked down memory lane and viewed pictures of past 
athletes and teams displayed in the P.E. Center's hallways. After 
each visit, I've always thought, "It's too bad there is no record of 
the 1965 track season!" 
About now a UMM historian reading these pages will snort, 
fume, and exclaim, "What an idiot this guy is! Why, UMM didn't 
have a track season in 1965!" 
But that ' s where the historian would be wrong. UMM did 
have a track team in 1965, and I was a member of it. I think it's 
time I set the record straight! 
UMM was a member of the Pioneer College Conference in 
1965. Bethel College (St. Paul), Northland College (Ashland, 
Wisconsin), and Superior (Superior, Wisconsin) were the other 
three participating schools. In the spring of 1965, Northland 
College hosted the conference track meet. UMM was invited to 
participate! Well, okay, historians, at this point we did not have 
a track team. But Mr. Borstad, the football coach, volunteered 
to take a track team to Ashland. It just so happened that he was 
teaching a track and field class that spring. They immediately 
became part of the team. 
Word spread throughout campus like wild fire that track 
athletes were needed to represent the maroon and gold in 
Wisconsin. It would be a weekend in tree country! 
I was in Louie's Lower level sucking on a chocolate malt 
when I heard the call. I had one year of high school experience 
and was running daily in an attempt to stay in shape. "Heck," I 
thought, "I'm going to run the mile in Wisconsin!" 
We road the "Maroon Loon," UMM's bus, across Minnesota 
into northern Wisconsin nervous and unsure of the approaching 
track meet that would feature athletes more experienced and in 
better condition than ourselves. 
The morning of the track meet dawned clear, sunny, and 
calm. 
Many of the Cougar athletes were intrigued by the javelin-
throwing event. In Minnesotan track, the javelin was not allowed. 
Many others and I entered the event and learned the throwing 
technique as we competed. Needless to say, none ofus placed in 
the event. In fact, placing in any event was very difficult. 
When the call came for the mile run, I stepped onto the track 
in my maroon physical education shorts and reversible maroon 
and gold shirt. Three Bethel runners joined me. There would be 
four in the race, and they gave ribbons to the top four finishers. 
Barring a cardiac arrest or passing out from exhaustion, I was 
guaranteed a place. 
However, I was not aware of the Bethel runner's strategy that 
afternoon. Bethel had run many track meets that spring, and their 
coach saw this as an opportunity to help his athletes earn letters. 
He instructed the 
better runners to hold 
back allowing their 
teammates to finish 
ahead of them. 
As the gun 
sounded, I jumped into 
the lead as it was my 
plan to win the race. 
The first Bethel runner 
passed me at the end 
of the first lap. "Hey, 
second place won't be 
so bad," I thought. 
The second runner 
passed me at the 
beginning of lap three. 
Larson '67 displays the two ribbons he 
won as a member of the "unofficial" 
UMM track team in 1965. 
"A third place finish would be just fine," I thought and by now 
my unconditioned body was starting to reject my mind ' s urging to 
maintain the running pace. 
As I began the final lap, I was wishing I was back at Louie ' s 
sucking on a chocolate malt. Little did I realize I bad one lap to 
hold off Bethel ' s stud runner! 
When he passed me he did it in a humiliating fashion . On 
the final curve he pulled up along side and ran with me in the 
outside lane. As we hit the straightaway he pulled away like I 
was standing still and by this time I almost was! I struggled to the 
finish line and earned a point for our team. 
The final race of the meet was the mile relay. Four runners, 
each running a lap, were needed for this event. We didn ' t have 
a relay team. If we could come up with one before race time, we 
would be guaranteed another team point. 
I had recovered from the exhaustion of the mile run, so I 
volunteered to run a leg of the race. Two other runners said they 'd 
like to run a lap, too. We needed just one more runner. 
Marlin Jerpseth ' 67 was our bus driver and also a UMM 
student. Seeing our desperate straights, be said ifwe could find 
him some running shoes he' d run a lap, too. 
So the three track members and the bus driver placed fourth 
in the final event of the meet and earned another team point. 
A story ran in the campus newspaper the next week reporting 
our Wisconsin track successes. I forget how many team points we 
ended up with but the story reported that I was the high individual 
scorer for the Cougars with 1 ¼ points! 
So there you have it . . . a tidbit ofUMM athletic history. 
Nowhere in the P.E. Center' s hallways can you see evidence of 
this event, and it should always remain that way. 
Larson coached cross country for 15 of his 34 years as a biology teacher at Wheaton High School. Now retired from 
teaching, Larson is the director of the Bonanza Education Center on Big Stone Lake, where he develops ways for kindergarten 
through eighth graders to interact with the outdoors. He is also a writer with over 70 stories published in magazines such 
as Minnesota Out Of Doors, Farm and Ranch Living, and Guide. Larson was an avid runner until two years ago when he 
experienced an injury to his knee. He continues to stay active by golfing, biking, and walking. 
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The Circle of Giving 
UMM alumni can often be heard 
stating their fondness for their 
alma mater. The gifts they received 
as students-support from 
encouraging faculty, long-lasting 
friendships, and an outstanding 
education-inspire them to "give 
back" in a variety of ways. 
UMMlAlumni Annual Giving 
aily alumni continue the "Jm'Cle4-giving" by n , online charitable gift 
tt the University ofJ\',lllDlitesota, Morris. Onlin ~ 1 easy, secure, and more 
venient than ev~nd you can desi~tt. tax-deductible gift to a variety 
f areas including sell arships, the Alumni Annual Fund, Cougar athletics, or the 
four UMM Academic ;visions. Consider making a gift to UMM today. Your gift 
will make a difference. u will make a difference. 
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